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THE EDITOR CHATS WITH BIS Rf+llE!lS 

Tiil! TOLL OP THE ARCTIC 
We apologise to our n,adere · for the 

fact that our January issue vas a good many 
days late in publication. As moat vill heve 
guessed, it vas due to circtm1Stances beyond 
our control - the l<~ abnonel spell or 
Arctic weather fcllowin8 the Christmas hcli
day . Unavoidable delays occurred at various 

stages, and ve can onlJ' hope that you found the January Dipst worth 

wait ing for. 

~ A NELSON LEE CATALOCUE 
The fourth of the catalogues issued by the London Club - the 

Nelson Lee Library Catalogue - is now available to ell our r eadere. 

Compiled and produced by Robert Blythe , with the adyice cf several 

hob'oy experts, this is a splendid ·book and a great credit to alL con

cerned. Compr ising nearly 60 Jl88"S of Nading matter, i t is much more 

than a catalogue. .l.s indicated on the cover , which is extremely attrso

ti ve vi th its larp b8dge or St . Franka, the book is a complete guide 

ar.d. bio graphy of the writ~ of F.dwy Searles Brooks . .l.s wall aa a 

complete list cf titles in the Nelson Lee Library , ve are presented 

wi th details of Mr. Brooks ' writinBS in the Gem, Schoolboys • Own Lib

rary, the lionster Library , the Popular, llcliclay .Annual , Boy's Realm, 
Nq,g et Library , Boy' s Pri~ Library, Pluck , Union Jack , Sexton Blake 

Library and othere . In addition there are comprehenaiv~ surveys ct 
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Mr. Brooks ' vork in stiff cover books in the post war years , and part

icul ars of the films mde from his stories , Finslly the re are many 

pages of description of St . Frsnk ' s, and details of t he charscters in 

chronological orde r. On t he cover, the St . llrank ' s badge announces 

CONSILIO ET ANIMIS which all St . Frsnk 1s old boys will know 1teans "By 

Wisdom and Courage ." We take the lib er ty of adding BY DEDICATION AND 

SHEER HARD WORK. In fact , Mr. Blyth e has put nearly a year of work in 

tc the book. 
We have browsed for hours over th is fine publi cation and have 

learned plenty of things - not only about the Lee - which we did not 

lmov b<>for e. It is an essential a dditio n to the treasu res of eve ry 

r eader of Collec tor s ' Diges t, and ve hear tily recoirmend it . 

The modest price of th e book is 3/6 pl us 1/- f or postage and 

packet . llhile st ocks last it can be obtain ed from Robert Blyt he , 40 

!:ll esmere Road, Doll ie Hill , London, N.11.10. 

*** * **** 
~: All Collec tors' Ol&tst .tnn..i, up Ull trld tnoJ.udln& 1960. 

s .... PAOICJf, 520 E. 5th .s,., Bethl ehem, PA. , u.a.t.. 

THE EDITOR, 

~ 0~o;:,n:,e~6.~1~~8~~c;S,~N ~!~r7;~~~ ~;r;;:; N::s~!, 2, 
OW1PICJi' teaturlric Colwyn Otne ata:rles . MAB UlrfCf:RS fe aturing JI.a Hattleld ,to rtes . 

ttl . D. NDlWl , 1.} Ltt,'.GCRCf'T LAHE, WDJmf GARDEN_c_1Tl'...;..• _HER_ n ......... ~-----

~ Creytrlara Heralds (1915) 1 - 18 (tl O); Nagneta 1"61 t o tt.68 (i:8) 1 Populars 

~174 (1 0/ • each) . .l8 ST. Tl!OIIAS ROAD, l'llrllTOl, , --·--- .... , ... -, 

~: 2nd h.w,d copl U ot nrlou• Bunter book1 }/ 6 and l,/6; Tm l1t"7 and Rookwood 

~-; f'lrst Blggl es Qmlbw (pltl . 195}) 5/ .. i WtllJam tnd Braln1 Trvst J/6a 
Talford ' • l.ast. Term, St . Winifred ' • 31 ... (poste&• u tra) . S .A.E. first pleas• • 

auc f'AYNE. O:c:£1.810R HOOSE, GROVE ROAD, Bt.l\BITOI, SWET. 

~ s~~~~/A;:;e~1= :~:;.,~~~ i.Dt~~:'J~·~1~:~~E~~!·~ ;, 
QuJma AMuals . All con-e1pondence answered. 

A. o. OAVIOSCJl, 19} RI.E STREtT, l'Qt'ffl f'ITZROT, VICTORIA, Al.8TftALIA. • .. --- .. -· .. H-
f(! BALE OR PiOIA.f!i§: J'tqnet a, Ceu , Ntlaon Leu , BJ .L., 8.0.L ., 8..B. L. , Union Jecks , 

eto . IStDd your lWlts llata , Tl!lS tOrTHtS SPECU.L: 'Bco' Without a N_., and ' School 

'end Sport.• VD.NON .,1.AY, 52 OAJQLICH OARDDIS, WHCTSTaiE, LCtmCtl, N. 20•,,..,_.,.., .. , .... .,...., .. .,,.., .. ,,,, 

~~.: ·~· ": .~·:: ,;:;:: ~~ 0~0:-~1~~; t~~~·::,:.s;~;.!;!; • .;!!lson 
ts lnteNsted In J•s nud:ler, or e .o. L. , N, L. 0111 and Kagnet, 

BR (At! HOLT l .. BRITISH .. DIIASST, .. RETitJ.C.V 11t, .}™ · ........ N ... ......... . .... , .... ~ .. ..... ..................... ,,, ..... ,.,,, .. H ............... ,,,. ... 

a .se~~,~=s· ~.~ :tsat~:·a:~f~ ~~~ .~ :. 874, 869, 879, 
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DF.AR OLD PAIS (Tbird Spasm) 
By Tom Hopperton 

The impersonat or is probably as old a s t he missin& heir and might 

even hsve originated when he took his place , but there is no poin t in 

s tartin& wit h Jac ob arul Esau and tracin& his hist ory . This is one 

family where linea ge an d legit imacy do not go hand in hand , What counts 

is the credibility of t he st cry . 
One type of music hall turn that seemed tc vani sh entirel y after 

F.clgar Banyan went back to Australia was the chap vhv hsd a t ray of hats , 

wigs , beards and grease paint and used t o do lightning changes , Eve ry 

time I read a Kestrel tale I find myself remembering t hem and comparing 

th ei r meagre results with th ose of t he !las t er Mummer. But perhaps he 

wasn ' t eo ru shed for time , Anyway , l et us gi ve Levis Jackson full marks 

for the way he built old Leon into a first-rate characte r . Kestrel, of 

cours e r was an experienced actor turned c rimi.nal ; he had rut amorphous 

sort of face, and his lack of te eth helped him t o ring the changes vi th 

a vid e asso rtment of dentures . I can swallow him vi th ease ; 1t is 

when I have to strain my gullet for some of his schoolboy ftounterp,,rts 

that I find it rcugh on the epiglottis , 
It would be diffioul t t o compute t he number of s t ories tumln& on 

disguise and ·imperscnation that Frank Richards hs a writ ten . Like 

Bunter's sina , their name is legion , Yet no matter how fNqu an tl y th ey 

occur , he enters into them wit h such whole- hearted gusto that he quite 

carries himself away , What I am not so s ure of is how fa r he csrries 

t he reader in the process , 
As soon as the ven tril oquist is spotted you knov vha t you are in 

f or and can f orecas t the level end fonn -of the st or y . There is a much 

wider ran ge 1n the imperso nati on stories , vhich call for more individual 

assossmen t than """aping gen er alisa ti ans . 
"The Gem" seemed t o be fav ourell as the trial ground , 'ihen Kerr 

a ppears as a young gi rl in pursuit of Gussy , n~n e is going to carp , 

The Cmrley 1e-Aunt rig-out makes 1t Gonceivable th a t he could scrape 

through as a suffragette or some other "old sketch " as Bunter vi t h old

vorld court es y used t o describe Aunt Judy end ·her like. Thay are 

accs pteb l e and mjoysble a s light-hearted schoolboy foo l eri es . Monty 

Lowther was the first of th e many who had to leav e school for 00 1119 

r eas on or othe r and returned in disgui se . Al l right ! They coul d get 

past the Headll.aster and fool their bosom pals , whil e Frank Richards is 

still rilling t c uae a variation of this in "Bunter Keeps it Darl<" in 

1960, so ve won' t crib, 
Unfortuna t ely, be was not content to leav e it at tha t , and frcm 
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these little acorns f9t"" somd thulaping big oaks indeed , which while 

s till in the 8"Pli.ng stage wore bent to dramatic ends , In ono Rookwood 

story we find Peele, feuding against a gardener's boy, turning up a t a 

match disguised as a pcliceman and arresting the kid amid seneral con 

sternation , Oven Conquest remarked : "The policeman seemed a little 

on t he shor t side ," which could eas ily have been the understatemen t <,f 

the year , Still , virtue triumphed in the end , To11111Y Dodd had wind of 

t he plot and be turned up in tum, disguised as a detective inspector, 

and arrested Peels amid general rejoicing . T'aia seems to require no 

cement and vas only the forerunner of many m<.,re situa ti ons where, to 

paraphres,a Churchill , the autbcr vas intoxicated by t he exhu!>erance of 

his ovn imagi.natio.u. 
In this connection , I believe th e prize for or i ginsli ty must gc to 

a sub who bod Vernvn..Smi th cavorting about and evJn playing foot ball in 

a rubber mask, thereby revealln,? for the first time ~t the Botmder's 

face vas generally accepted as being a most peculiar texture - or al 

te rnati vely, that pron ounced myopia was rife at Greyfriars . 
All these isol a ted ploys are , of course, insignificant compared 

vi th th e exploits of William lfibley , True , we had Putty Grace imper

sonating Mr. B,otl es , b)lt Putty was just an incorrigible practical 

joker who thr ew in imrersonations as a side lin e . \lible y was a late 

arrival in "The llaB)'let" (!lo, 323) and was committed in col d bl ood , vi th 

nc l ack of effort and detail , in an att ... pt to create a Master Mumner 

in the Remove, 
The foundation was laid with cal' e , Wib 1s father was an actor and 

the son's sole smbiticn (except when th e plot demanded that he try to 

get into the Recove n)was in tum to don the buskin , as it used t o be 

celled , Every i:essing reference to 'libley found him messing a bout vi th 

wigs and greasepaint , The 'iharton Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society 

passed into bis ban~ and he functicned as manager, produc er , directo r, 

make-up u:an, stage manager, leading act or and occas ional author, besides 

whipping in the reluctant members of the cast who served as th e se tt ing 

for hi& resplend ence . This was the springboard from which he was cata 

pulted into some runazing situations , with bis impersonations of l'lossoo 

as the star attraction , 
The manner in whi ch Frank Richards IMlll\ged to get avay vi th this 

is not the loas t strikin;; illustration of his provess in bis craft &nd 

i t was il so coovincing that the read er whc nevor reflected on vhat be 

bad road would put th e tal e down vith complote satisfacticn . One vi.sit 

t o a school play would dissipate t hat ! Imperscnst ors, like poets ljlld 

fools , ... Y be born, not made, but they take longer to develop than the 
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eth er pair , an d I am not going to labour the point that no fifteen - year 
ol d boy has t he ptzysica.l and par t icularly the voca l a ttribu t es to carry 
off the impersonation of an adult . It was me.st clever , i t was fascina 
ting t o watch it being dcne, but it wa s still a fraud occupyin1;< space 
that coul d hav e been better fill ed . 

Sc t here we have them, th e ventrilcquiat , th e miss in g heir and the 
illlpersona tor , dear <>ld pals wh. se absence would not make .!!!! heart grow 
fonder . With t hat imported pes t, the cowboy, th ~y formed the Four Hor s&
men of the boys ' weeklies , responsib l e f or mare bad vrit.ing and trashy 
stories than every ot her characte r combined. A harassed Shakespeare 
said : 11Tired of al l these , for restful death I cry . 11 Not being in so 
parlous a plight as he , l e t me amend it to: "Tired of all th ese , for 
Pete 's sake let t hem die !11 But t hey won' t die ! Boys and author s being 
what" they are , the Four Horsemen will still be gaily galloping in an
other hundr ed years . 

* ... ** **** * * * 
YE OLDB CYNIQUE INN 

Overheard in the Lounge -

"ls i t t rue thdt many famous people cooe here incog:ni to?" 
0 Well , just a wee bit, pe rhaps p" 

Miss Clo ssingt on, t he receptionist says: Some of today ' s book• 
sh ould be pitied rethe r than ceneored . 

The follo wing lett er has bee n addressed, erroneously , to the 
Edit cr of Collectors ' Diges t : 

Dear Edit or , 

lioax House, 
Fishy View, 

Live1pool . 

With r egard to the gent l eman r es ident of Ye Olde Cynique Inn, who 
des ires to cont ac t , with a view t o matrimony, a lady possessing a large 
number of 11Mo.gnets. 11 

As I hav< a bi g ccllection , my brother Fi sher suggests I should 
obtain further d~tail s , conditional , that is , on the gen tl eman pos sessing 
an equall y large ct ll ection of Genis • 

. ......................................... , •• ---·· ···· ···-······ ····· ·· ····- YourJ_, faithful l y , ...... FREDA. T • .... FlSH. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

l.t t er his rather l one bilious tum dUe to Chriataa.s ht least , I suspeol that was 
tile oaust or some feeb l e stories) Kartln Cl trtord l s bade. on rorm tn the Oem, and I 
have llked three out or th e rour U!.ts month. •Pt ggtn & co• s Feud' wu 1ood, t:l'ld oarrt ed 
on tbe ltll~a.N-Nontelth 41uarrel. l'tlnt e lth thrashed Ft u ln s , so ft gglns attacked Hon
te ltb ooe night In the wooelshed. Ncnte lt.h Ui.ought his Utack er was Kll dare , .tlo had t o 

_N stgn his eapt a lney t lll Pl&&lns Oll'led ""• .. _ ...,,..,...,, _ _, ...... , ..... ,.. ........................ ,,. ........ _ .. ,,.,,,...,,,.,., .. __ 
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This was t oll cmed b)' •n.e 11asked &nterta lntrsl' lltltdl wu a acre• . CUttJ encq,td a 

conJur<ir , til e wu eppeartna at Wayland ._,In , t.o gl•e a ~ow at St . J1m1 s. But the 

Terr i bl e 1bre e went in th • ru ins t o plan to keep tM conjurer out ot the way and t o t um 

up dUgu l sed to .1,i>Otl CUtu • show. But PattY Wynn wu eat ing a pi e tn the ruins and 

onmeard the plot . So u . was Ft gglna & Co Jt)o tum tel up as th t Na.sked &ntertalners and 

ucie CUtt s ll'ld Tom He?TY & CO lOCJk &Hts . 
• .u. Cirtp 1 wi th th • oram.arJ an .. Ma a school rival ry sto11, a.no good run. But U\e 

ltst ato~y ot t.he IDOOt.h, •Fa t t r Wynn, Prof ess i onal • was vet')' long, t aking up no lesa than 

'l:1 pqe s , .-.1 Oiere "aa more QUantlt.Y then quallt.y about It. 
In the NCOf1d wuk ot th e moo th , Dou, took me '° th e Sc I enc• 11useu. at Souih 

Ken,tncton M ere they" ba'fll Just 1ot th e tl ra t coll eeUcn N:..-un,: entlrtll' to utatt cn. 
There are MY s,ou n. ot IIOdt ll or atroplenes an:I atrelps. I part lcularJy 1111:td c.oc:t,'• 
cien- 11utna k i t e , and IOlllllt or the ear lt u t lnYent.lcn1 or Wil bur Wrt&ht and other pioneers . 

on e eventn& Dad bro\&ll'II. aie home two 00111tca, and I li ked tb t plc tun1 '*tloh wtrt 

verr ,:OOCI end t lfft¥ . But th e stcr 1H werf atw.l~, and tor adult s . A. oom.l o cal led •H t ?T)' 

arrt Brigh t.• bod a Ya:,' htP7 aerial called 'Lt tt • md mm read U. lnatalJNnt and r a1 

1r.";t ...... 1t.ec1. The ot.her oc:ato •fhe J utt ~ had a 11r tal call ed •Tile lron Oonquero~ about 

N,col ecn and bl a sweet , sad Josephin e. l dOn' t thi nk al11' boy could ner Mjo, that ,tory , 

A new aerial bu Just re.arted 1n til t •penny Pop~ o.all td •n,. e Hektnc of H&M")' 

Whartont' and It aeema It ta th e t1 rat ai«y of ONVtrlara whi ch 1Yer aiiptlU'ld ln th e 

Hagnet. 
On F'ebrua.ry 14121 UM X:lnc went to St . PaJ11 a Cathedral tor a meocrlal •tr ''f 1ct to 

Capi.atn Scctt 1iltlo died '-" tbt _,. bacJt trm tbt South Pole . 
Doug had .,.. tntana una: Bo1•1 rr t end 3d Lt bra:y thts .,.th. It wa, • a11cno ih • 

cumal toe• bJ 8 1$\ e)' Drew, wblch one, •e..s In the Magnet u a aertal . I Clont t like ttr. 
0nw 1 s stori es , but Doua ki nd ot cursl ea over th«a . 

Dod t.ook ft.II tc tht St . Jue 1a 1"1.ta t.N t o •• a rntv al ot ' The I~ rtanc e ot Betr,,1 

Ea.me.st• b)' O,oar Wi ld e, Tht lt&rl WIN OeralCI AMa et1CI A. E. Hatthews , but t\m said lt 

was rather o~ t uhloneel. . 
ttr .. Ci. A. Hut.cht n,on , edltc r ot th • Bc)'"s Ollln Ptl)er anr alnce 1t started , baa died . 

t auppose he n.is t haYt . been an old ,:1nt1eman , t or th e B. o.P . la~ ol d paper . Doug sa:r, 
the 8/ ) . P. will pock up now, tor It oou.ldn' t eon,, lnut wlt hoUt Mr. Hut chi nson. But Dad 

1Lt : ".JM ' t you beli eve It 1Jcrt, Nobod)r 11 lndtapena ary . • 
The nacnet has bier. rta ll Y cOOCI tht 1 1100th, and Just a "" b it better than U!.e Oem 

agaln , 1 think. •Ba1T7 Wharton & C<.'• RHCUiJS WU a ICOOtln, atory In lllhlcb Hat.eldent 

'fftlS l~ astraY t or a tt • bf Sattb.Y. 
' 3oom ed by Creytrtars- wa.s &oOCI. Hr. QJ.elch ainounced th at a HC;t"kboUN bQf named 

tom 1¥M was oomlng to creytrtars . Ho.'leve.r, Tom LYnn and Lord Lovell chan&ld pl aces, MCI 

ot COW"se, Lord Lanll d id not mind a btt ..tlen a ll the cads MN anoob lah. 
Then a. 1 •A Split 1n Ule Six t.hi which reminded III very wch or •rta tn & co• s f'eUI' 

tar Wtncau .-id~ had a row wlU:I Loder , am 1n tbe erd Wln&at e had c.o rtsla:n me 
c ,o!-J\lnq . 1bt last sto ry ot tbe mooth was •captain CckeJ« 1n which Coktr fill ed wtncate •s 

.shoe~. t or a li t tl e rtitl e . lt was Yerf tuvl)' , a..a t n Ute end Wtnaate wa.a cleared or the 

chGl'&e aga ins t htm, m ht became capta in ooce more. 
In d'le l as t Hagnet t.he edl tor gave 111/f&Y a 1IIOYlng pi cture 'l'lhee l • 1 and fin you apun 

It JOO 5811' i:::liln boxln&. 
Soutnrark !ridg e . 'lllh.lch has been In use t or near11 iOO 71.art , has betn oloseJ t or 

alt era t.tcna, lbd lt will be three year, bt t on lt 11 orened ac;aln . It wm •t boU\er • · 

I never go to that part ot l..ondon, 

115~36.~:. J;:t: ;;; ".: :,;·~~··r~·1~·-Tsi~e.J~1&I~,!21els:25870;2~12;"'· 
6114, m , 885 . ttUJ. J . PJ.OOWf, 'Zl ARCt(DALE ROAD, EAST IlJIMIOt , LCnXli , s . E.22 . 



BL AKI ANA 
Conducted b)' JOOD'HINE PAC2U'WI• 27 Arcbdale Road, Ea.at Dulwleh, 

Londo:i.1 §1E1 22, 

QEIT(li BLAJ1X Al!fflQR KElllY ST, JQRN COOPER 
8Y vtgtor Colb y 
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'?hat Henry St . Jd'm Cooper~ wri t e s ex'°" Blake , t or tes In the earlY Union Jack 
Clo.Ya has been cont lrmed by his son• and aoc.epted by Ule e iperts, th e onlY real prob l em 
being io tdentU}' the lndlT1dual st.orfes. 11'1.la , I doUbt not , wlll be dcr:te one ot then 
da, s. · 

Neanlltllle, 1Clat SOE't ot ?Diil was this, ftto gave ot hi s t1 me and talents io promot e 
th e Stxf.00 Blake sa&a, md haa , lrl corla&Quence, j oined that lmr.ortal band of Su. t on Bl d[ e 
d:l-on1eli!rs? 

Ju.st ree.enti]y UU'Ollgh the couriesy or f'nnk Vernon La1, I re eelved. a copy or •su.noy 
Quero ... a hard cover r omai.ce or senrr s, . John Cooper, p\mll!hed by SUl>son Low, and to 
1111 delight f ound a tllort b'0£1'11Dhleal art. t ole at the back ot the book mittlad • Henn et. 
John Cooper - an aJlPNOla tJ on• b)' Helm Ford. 

Here an some or th e more tnt erutl ng BBpects ot Che Ut e Slid actt T1i1es or ffen.r,' 
St , Jdv\ Cooper , gl eaned from Ul8 above ar ticl e, 

.t man or many gtr ts , an adept at. anythl na , ht unctertak.es, or a l ovable personRJ.tr.y, 
Henry St , John Cooper sta nds eonspiououa i n th e world or authors . Hta fri ends cal l hi m 
atrect tonate]J' •J ack or all Trades• - but Chey do not add • ttas t e r or None• , tor ln a ll 
he does 1 llibetb er It la wood-carv i ng , bsmnered tirass BOO copp er , reproductions of old 
tum t ture , pbot ogJ"'8Ph1', print ing , making gnlDOS)bones or th e model ships fer whi oh hti ts 
t aaoua, he mun ai m at the best and , u w11ih all genuine ar ti sts • his best sa ttsrt es hi m 
on].y f er the moment, 1! then. 

t.mone Nr. C.ooper•s 118'1Y aot hlt les bre eding tull-d ogs wu a gre a t hobb7 ot hi s tor 
scme years and he has ,u-fttffl no lesa t han t our b~ oo th e subj ect , 111,l ch 1;te general ly 
accept ed \ ext,,,book a on bUU-doga Md Chair mMagement. 

He britd and ON'led aenr&l oh.lqlt on bull-dog s . Hts services a1 a judge or bUll~ oga 
were In gNat demand t.t all pr incipal dog shOfrl In F,nglend, America and GeI1181lJ• 

Hr. Cooper star t ed .. ,,n; In lif e wt\h the Idea or bel n& an art i s t. F.duoated part. 1¥ 
In fllgland and par tlY ln Pra,ie e, at tbe ce or 15 he had a studio and In his spare ti me 
painted many cbarmtng li ttl e ek.etchea or Rletcond. 

But the ltt. erary &el"Cl waa ln hla bl ood1 tnd "1en he was about 17 he obta ined an 
eogagednt as sul),,,edJtor on a new boyat paper ca ll ed Plea.su.rt . This pec,er 81bortl¥ de
part-ed lif e for the all - suff i ci ent rea10n that It d id not pay Its way, n:I the proprl et or l .9 
capital had run out. The boy usec:t to get th e paper out hh :1selt (the edit or not be ing 
enc.hualast.~c) . He had no ca.sh available for pay ing contribu tors, ao wculd buy the 
tlluatntl ona t rm an ageney ihat suppl ied drawlnga: ()l" bl.x:ka that had alNecb' aeen 
aen toe1 atleet l n& th e plot.urea almoai nt l'll\d<ID., t.htn write artic l es , ahol't al.Ort ea , ard 
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serials ,. into fllhloh IUCh. tnctdenta Wert lntroctuc td as t he plcturt:s could t tt. In 

addtt.lon he conCIJcted pri ze coq:,etttton, , wrote edl';Orlal not ea, and a fe w adverti sements 

al.to answer, to corre~ond.tnts. Ht wrote, ln fact , the paper trt:GI cover t o ooTer . 
Art e r c.hla ezperlenct ht did ,o IION &1ch ldlt ln&, but Mnt on wrtt ln& ,ertala , 

and Me or i.hu e , a ba)" t s adY'!fltuN romance,. waa publlshed b7 Nes.srs. Carrold In book ton::i 

la'lder 'I.ht t ltl t or •Thi Vayqa or tht ATtnaer.• 
•Sllney ~ tht book that has Mdt hl a tanous on beth sides or th t Atlantic , 

ran tor -,y weeks as a aertal. He M m.self made no attetll)t to re-,,publliih ti In book 

form, but a trt End sent It t o BSCl't<>n L(lir Jbo pl'OEt;ptU, aoc~ted tt. . l1&1sr1. ?utciana 

have ,old ~ thousands of coplea tn Aaertea. 
Nr. Cooptf•s Mirka deaerve to .. n . Hta are th e clun , .,.et , tnlb and ,bol elODe 

booU we all l Ike and rHptct . · 
Hi-. Cooper la no Nallat or tM ,ordld sld ~PY school. He ha.I aeen 110N th an 

one 1tde or u r, , d"ld knorr,a t hat the Bwmier ls u real e.s me Winter. ttany or us still 
are old-tuhl oned MOUch to l ove our heroes to bt tnn l.7 Md el em,, our htrotnu swen 

and slcs>lt ,. s,d we art grateful to 11r. Cooper that ht g1ns u.s mch books , and hel.,• ua 

i.o reallsa that there 11 1tUl romance md tivth and purity tor al l Mo lon thee. 

In many or hta lr1tlnp there 11 a suggestion ot t21e occul t , a subj ect In M'ltch 

he 1, dupl.)' Interested. In •The Garden or Hmort ,,. part t culal"l,y - a 1c.o17 ot rein .. 

oamatton he deal.a with the aibj eet oonvlnctn gl.)' to minds attuned . 
In •Thi Olll.lant. Low ~ he &Oil back c.o Ule dQ)'1 ot •good QJeen AMe.• 

•carnt•& eo.• ii o roaance tn tfl1Cb old turntture , Hr. Cooper-ts pe t hobby , plays ., _ ....... 
Other books b7 ht a art • Jame, BnmJIIOOd !'art,• •The rmatnll')' ttan-iae.- , • sa Uy 

Luck,' end •The Golconda Necklace. • 
ttr. Cooper In hi s lona earew or M'ltlng 1t-art es , lll.lst ho.ve turn ed out ,housanc11. 

Po~s the beat loved at.or)' &CICIO& schoolgirls wa, •Poll¥ Green• wrltt er. under tbe name 

o! •Habel St. Jobn' . 'tt:11 '"''tly story ran · to O't'1r two i:i.tllton words - sUN11 th e 

lon&H t. aerial to the credit or 811¥ &1thar . 
Henry st . John Cooper - a noble tlgure with a r1n, bead , anc. tb.tdt , waYI,- hai r 

going grey • a klndl.)' smtll , and a hu.llloroua twlnkl !t 1d hts eye• a heart a.s bll and &'lner

ou: as ht a bocty, No one haa ever been turned tJtlf¥ eq,ey trom hls door , and his ears h&ve 

n...r"l(rbeen deat to th e CZ"f or the aorrowrui and needy . 

A wo~hl mect>er la ht not , or that select band ,t,t ch ha1 kindl ed and nurtUNd the 

n eime or sue.on Blsk e•s n tsunee , end pre.served him t or the enjo)"C!tnt or po,tertty . 

SEXTON BLAKE - "OLD BJY" 
. By S . Perry 

Why so 11 ttle suppo rt th ese days for Blaldano? 

Is it becau.se th ere 81'9 no Sexton Blake stories for boys? Kost of 

th e con t ributers and the readers of "Coll ectors' Digest" wri ta end rend 

about old boys books, ·and all th e pleasures they had r eading them when 

t hey were boys. 
The Masnet, Gan, Popular , Nelson Lee, and the others are no l onger 

vi th u.s, and there i s no lack of mterial for t heir v:ll'iou.s sect i on in 

C. D. Can it be becaus e the Sexton Blak e Library still exists - one oan 
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not sey "going strong" because apparently it is having a bit of a 
struggle these days - the reading matt er is not for boys , and most adult 
readers cannot find it on the bookstalls - perha pe it will be much better 
in its new format, although I have not yet seen i t advertised anywhere. 
Let ' s hope adult s gradually find it and remember the plea sure t hey used 
to have when boys , and so become regula r readers ! 

I am sur e "The Big Smear" would not appeal to boys - they would bot 
be able to see why Sext on Blake should l ose his business or his pest 
reputat ion , because hi was caught having an "affair" or looking - er 
suspected of looking a t "rude pictures" - come to think of it I don : t 
think adults would either - James Bond seemed to get away wi, h quite a 
let of thin!li' !! 

The ea rly sto ri es of "Sexton Blake at Bay" (Detec tive Weekly lies . 
1 and 2) were far more satisfJ:.n~ and to me far more probab l o - but then 
perhaps I was st i ll a boy (ahen!) 

If only the r e were pi ctur e sto ries for boys - I am sure al l the 
ol d pepers could s t i ll find a sale if the st ories were in pic t ures. 
Imagine a bcoks like "Lion" with a st ory of Sextcn Blake in pic ture s -
not just a couple of pages , but from "Cover to Ccver" - the Magnet would, 
I am sure , prosper wit h the young generation in that form. They don I t 
read t hese days , but they do look at pictures - come tc think of it sc 
did we. I can still remember the "Brui n Boys" in the Rainbow and "Tiger 
Ti , 1s Weekly" and I think it would be much bette r to teach the ycung 
generetion •to play the game" thro ugh picture sto ri es than nothing a t 
all ! 

·Another reason why we do net get lo ts of contri buti ons t o Blakiana 
could be that so many different authors write of Sext on Bl ake. Aft er all 
t he school sto ri es were all written by Charles Hamil ton and the r e is not 
a great deal of support fo r "substitute writers" al though they wrote 
about our favouri. te cffiracters ! 

I rmy be "sticking my neck out" regarding Nelson Lee, but I think 
moat of the support and memori es are of th e author, Edwy Searles Brooks 
and the ethers do not count for a lot - with t he possib l e exceptio n of 
Maxwell Scott . 

\lith "Sextcn Blake" he always had a lot of diff erent autho r s. My 
own favourites were Gwyn Evans, Anthony Skene and Edwy Searles Br ooks . 
But there again it was t he stories we loved not t he characters (sticking 
my neck out again) and perhaps a Det ective with any othe r name would 
have been just as good. In fact I can r €11lember years ago gettin g a book 
in the Ctildren ' s Libr ary by Gwyn Evans all about "The King Crook ". It 
was axactly the same story as rad appeared in the "Unicn Jack " ~ut th e 
d.~.i~£U.V..11.~.!llldl!!I.Mll.~ .~r.Al,,tg~.,- t . .b2.l!ll . .A9M..sl!l\~,t. .. t~All~r.§. . .JM/.Y..9. ... r.i!ll.11-
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the same s t ory because I cannot r emember t he name of the Detec tive. 
There must be a great number of m001bers in the Sexton Blake 

Circle who a ll read abou t S..xt on Blake and must of course sti ll be in 
teres t ed in hl.m. Pl.ease write an art ic l e fo r Blakiana abou t your 
fa vourite au thc r s who wrots abimt him , Suppor t !'.rs . Packman whc has 
been giv in g us great pl easure f or eve r nin e years ! Make a new year' s 
reso l uti on to wri t A about Sext on Bl ake for say nine minut es every two 
months . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT SEXTCN BLAKE 

Have you HCT noti ced th e Sext on BlBke Li brary? Or r ather , have you not iced thlt 
th e s.B. t.. ls tr:>1' on dlsplS)' t n th e shops or on the bookst all s? And h asn ' t been tor a 
vecy long tl me1 

What gooe1 l s a tt rst.-e l a.ss ~ory 1C YCIU dont t get the chance toreoo It ? What good 
hi a i:iost attrac ti ve cover 1t 1t 1s not; put oo d lsp l S)'" tor pro 81)eotlve naders to see? 
How can a ol rcul ati oo ever build :.ip under Mich c~tanGe~? You t ell us , 

Af1Y a,:::iount or r Mders have written us that they can ' t tlnd tl'le s.B . L. In the 
ahOpa. The new8,l8ent tell s them • on]y ava il able to order . • \altch of te n means a l ost 
order. Hore Uwl one re ader has actu all.y been t.old bY his newsag,nt t ha t th e s.B.L . 
ceased publi cation l ong ago. Are our Se:zt.on Blake t ws pant ing with CutYl 

IC IOU have had slmllar experience s - It you OS\l t ftnd th e s .B. L. In the shops -
don't write to us . Write to th e Editor or the Sexto n Slate Library at once. Ir you 
ree l Tel'Y hea ted about It all t t maY be sneer to write 1our l et t er on 83bestoa. But 

wrtte1 

KEiffl CHAP't!AN" (Mho la on th e at.arr or th e s . s.L. ) writes us M ron ows: 
- ·- - ,-n "'an"-arttole entitled •Lett s 8e Controver s i al About Sexton Blake" (January C.'>.) 
an anonymous writer dr aws att ent ion to what he t erms a ' sl ip-up • In th e New Oro.er 
S. 3. L. c.hangea or the l at.er tltttes . 

•Ttnli.er" he writes , •,ra.s t ar t oo popul ar t o be turned Into a s t ooge t o be used t or 
ai.e purpose or Ugh t reUe r . • 

What an unjust accu.,atlon to l evel agalns t New Order ed it orial polley l In th e 
stOC'les or the New L<.-ok vr1t.er s , Ttn':.er became, as E. s. TUrner e.nrng others has quot ed , 
• no longer th e bey assis t ant , bUt a sturdY, hardy key man In t he Blake inenage. • 

11ore than ever bet ore, Tinker has pleYed l ci,ort ant , l ead ing parts In s .B.L. 
stories . SEASON CK fliE SKYLARK, STJ.l,!D-JN FOR NIJRDER. !1ISS1CH TO tEX.IC.:>, 8Ul.lEI'S ARE 
TRUtf>S, KEEP IT SECJlETl I TaUE NT WAS A RDH&AD •• •• 

Ourel.y It was the ol d- s tyle :1,1thors N\o were por tr ay ing Tinker as a cl oth-headed 
Wat son sn:t a • stooge t or Ught reU et' ? (S .s .L. No. 344 THE CflOCIKS or runs , pages 6}-
4, ) 

pre~en~~?!~~ ha::OC:1~ ~,f~1~iil.118
1~er,;e~·~~~t~~.°:' r~~e '~!1~01

~s ~~e 
Uian one or our contribu tors - and str Mgel.)t enough, amongst them, the New Order author 
who seeDS moat popular wlth th e ol der readers - could Msure you, current edlt ort8l 
policy depl ores th e at tr i but ing to Tink er ot adOl esee nt emot ional att l t.udes . 1t ts a 
tact that sequences have been, (f')d are , qutie rreq uent].y del eted Ol'ld re-wri t ten so le].y 
because ot thi s fault , 

Gl ad to s .1e Col..i.ector~ ' Di gest in such good health , and wish ing It conti nued 
sicces s • 
.... ~ ........... -.... , ..... , ............. -...................... ,_ .. __ .................... ~ ..... , .................................................... __, ...... _,.,.,_ ................................ . 
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NARTIN Tll)t1AS wrl tea: 
Although th ere hui't. bem a C0£1¥1lete ~ e to the stMdard poetet-bcok fCl'Qat 

the ne,,...st.Jlt oonra: do achl9n one e:icellent resul t. Tbey make " eol!1)1ete break: rrca 
the •001110 book1' present ati on wi th flhlc.b t he s.B.L . ha.a htt.herto betn ea.al lY eontuaeci. 
Trle new oonrs are um.la t ekab b' eduU i:nd appropriate t o the orl111e nOTel t leld . 

Let •s hope public reepon se will gn at).y l q)l"'OT& the s.B . L. ' s prospects, ltllch 1 aa: 
you know, are now uncertain. 

EDITORIAL exttflf'I': 
Letter.s to Collecto r st Digest In rec ent 1ears rrm Be:zton Blake enthJ s l as t s seem 

t o ,uggeat that Tinker has lost IOIDII of his t onier great popularity . 11\ere wst be 
SQCe reason tor tbh. IT. aiapc.an t ells ua that • sequences have been, and are , qu~te 
tNQuent l.r deliied and re--wrttun solelY beoeuae or this t6111t.• tn that case , aurel)' 
It sems that Blake writer s •quite trequen »~ haw the tendency as suggested by our 
CQnt."'Overslal cootr l butor la st ioonth, 

Hr. Hartin Thomas• s l a t est. thrill er •DEATH IN SMALL oosme ta now on sale In t he 
:tiq)s (or 8Ta1lable to on::1er) . Don't miss It . 

or FER s , r s .o . L1 s and PrlB""War Flllt ,ma , pleas e. 
J • Kt.RSTON I t 68 NDll"ON ROAD, BlRT<J....oH·•TIUNl'. 
~, ................. _ .. _tffl N ... ••1_,,,,..,,.,,...,,.,...,..,_, ,,~H-......................... ,N I Nl,HJO,HH_ .. _ .... , ........ .. ,.,_..,_,..,..,..,, ........ ,. .... , ,,,,.,.,.,,.. 

tEDUAL mIT IOH OF 1 M AUTOBIOORAPKT <:E FTWI( Rtat.AR[611 - 'JS!-. Po.eked with 
Interestin g readtn& S'ld many tasctnac.lng pi ctures , with a long ,up,pl em&nt en O\arte a 

'ffai:rttltmt a wont by Erto f'e,n,. Obtainable rraa any booubop or direct. troQ Collectors • 
Digest Ot rto e. The f.dl tor ot c.o. will mall the srt.oblogrsphy t o 8/lf 8ddresa 1n th e 
world . 

¥M!,t ,~~c.o1n;e 1~~:Tv~: ~ ~!~.om~~ ~.0§1:;e,~;~,s~~,~~~~ 
42'2, 921, 924, 925, 938, 940, 9ia, 9'o , 9lt>, 949, 951, 965, 967,938, 996. Host Issues 
between821 and 890, 900. CD6 - IIIBll1 tasuea betwem IJX) M<I 500. HanY issues between 
800 ar.:t 879, Also l'Qti>era 9}5, 953, 954, 956, '176.t 960, 985, 989, 990, 992, '.)JJ, 996, 
1129, 1150, 98~ PClPtJl.AR8 - 183, 190· JTO, 3851 396, l62, lt.55, ~ . 474. AdT.:rt.laer 
ho.s eoq:>lete sets ot ~em, ttagnet 8ld Popul ar but needs ll8f\Y aood replaeement copies 
b.?tore having rtnal binding wort done. 
EJUC FAn'E, Eic:nsICll HCXSE, GROVE RO.ID, allBttoo , PREY . 

NOW AVAILABLE 

The NEIBO!I LEE CATALOGUE, A complete guid e and biography 
of t i.. writings of EDllY SEARLES BROOKS, Pri ce 3/6 plus 
1/- post and packet, 

Write: 
Robert Blythe , 

40 Ell esmere Road, 
Dollis Hill, 

... ----·- .. ---- ···- ·-·---··· London, N.W.10\ ... __ , . .......... _,..,, ..... . _ 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JAOC WOOD 

"LF:rl'ER Fl!OM ST, fflANK'S" 
B;y Jim Cook 

St . Frsnk's College, 
Belltut, Susses . 

I was very surprised to loam that Nipper arrived ut St . Frank ' s 

on a Tuesday . llhen he expl ained it t o me I could worl<: it out for myself , 

quite easily, It ' s ell there in the records published in No . 112 , the 

first St . Frank ' s story , or the re-print published in 1933, It's not 

very often you can pinpoint the day o! arrival of a St . Frank's jun io r. 

Incidentally , Nipper told me that when he fir st c3111e to the school he 

had to disguise himself to lo ok like a boy of fifteen, Which proves ~hs t 

Nipper is old er the."1 the chronicle r led us to believe . I sho uld t hink 

he is the only juni or schoolboy to hold a licence to !"ly en aircraft. 

I bumped into Nelson Lee as I was leaving the Ancien t House end 

after e;:chsnging_ greetings lie esked wh, ther I would like t o accompany 

luJII to t he village . Nelson Lee is one of those r emarkable peopl e who 

S&el!! to emanate an aura . You feel that a kind of r.;agnetism surrounds 

htc and you ere drawn to it . It is a ve..--y pleasant attracti on that 

r .. ·,her subsuss you yet fortifies that apparent wsaknesa we expe ri ence 

when in tho presei,co of strength. Tho schoolmsstel'-d~tective , lo oking 

very fit and well, waited on the steps of the Ancie nt House whil e I 

hurried inside for '1!lf rainc oa t. A hint of rain was in tl,3 breeze that 

came in from the Channel over by Shir.gl e i!ead. 
lie had resched the stil e in Bell ton Lane when L~ suddenly to o'< me 

~ock: to those hazardous days et St . Frnnk ' s at th e time of th e Will iam 

K, Smith earthquake . Vell , it very nearly resa.'>led an earthquak9 after 

th e German.-Ame1ican tycoon al~red th e sheP9 of the ol d sch ~ol, * He 

told me about one of Smith ' a workmen who hed stayed on when the million

aire left and who hsd appeared in Bannington Court on a charge c ! l arce ny, 

Inspector JtlJ:leson, of the Bennington Polit9, had ale rted Lee of t he 

charge for while Lee was not involved th e inspector had considered t he 

case of spe cial interest to Let es it echoes back to th e days whe-. St • 
............................... -... , ... ,,._ .............. ~ .... , .... ., ....... · ... ~ ................................................................. -......... ..,_,_ .................. , ...... _ .............. ... 
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Frank ' s was imder siege , Actually , the charge vas a very vesk one and 

Lee was able to get the man off wit h a caution, So , out of that unruly 

mob that William K, Smith brought over from America to alte r the outline 

of this p,rt of Sussex, at least there vaa one decent chap who broke 

avay and reMined behind in Bell ton. 
Apropos courts of law I Nelson Lee sai d it would probably be much 

bet t er if accused persons vere "facaless" vhen they appeared in tho dock. 

He explained that juries could very vell be 1nnuenced by pity fo r veak 

characters and harmless looking vrofladoers . I MV his poin t of view 

and wondered whether the poeition hss ever been clarified, Do the jury 

really hsve to see th e faces of persons brought befo r e the m that they 

may declnre the truth on evidence before them? Even Lee vasn I t sure 

about this . 
Late r on, vhen I had returned t o the old school, I met Reggie 

Pitt, captain of the West House, But he was too busy to talk t o me. 
Affair s of State , be explained , prevanted him from granting me an inte r

view! I like old Reggie, .lt one tic e , his popularity 1n the Lower 

School almost eclipsed that ef Nipper' s ; but I have yet to see the chap 

who will oust Nipper from his lofty perch of l eadership, Some have peJ.':

formed that distinction but not f or long , Nipper has been knocked off 

bis perch once or twice but only temporarily, 
.l! ter I left Pitt I saw Bob Christine. I could never understand 

Bob loeing tho ceptsincy of th e Modem House to John Busterfie l d Boots . 

The strange thing is that Bob seemed to succumb to the great J .B.B, ' s 

vol ubility ri th no apparent reaction from Bob or his two faithful chums, 

Yorke and TalJDsdge. Bob Christine was quite a likooble chap in tho old 

days when he ruled over the destinies of the Coll ege House. 

*Old series 4~5 - 463 ( 1924) . 

CXJIOO!Hlll(i J1!t &ARLT Lg; 

J . A. WAAI ot DI.IK><ln M'lt,11 u1 u tollOlll'a: Broalna through an old mcbool note-book 

t e.lSl8 acro11 tti entry, ..:rltt lll'I In 19:o er Chtnabouts: •Read a gl"3n(t &oy•a rr tend Ltbra.r7 
al l about Nt llon Lee , detactt ve. lt "aa a toOtbGJ.l tO'tterr In 'ftltch Lee, in ihe au ••• ot 
a football cl ub train er , took oo the nme or Leu.on md IOlTed th e ci,"tter7.• so kten "8.s 

I M roottiall \bat I bed cop ied tho openln& P&rlll"Clb ot \bl 1am: 
"4.."' 1 P111L Pus L Tackle h lm, Pits, . Cl!:, well played , 1111 OOOOtln•, cot tt aaetn . 

Sbootl ShootL CioaU CioalL' 
At ttr Nading that bQybood ertcrt I would lik e t o lat t:rt hands on tht yam , but I 

do bot ~ tar to have recOl'ded the t i tle , and en aaverttaemtnt tn th t Ole:es t ror en m
knoM>. stcrr about Nelaon Lee ,iould be polritl us . Howenr, I did reed acatih ere \ha t )'our 

Let colll:nht ..mld welcoae d&ia on any st.utt ttaurlnc tb t det.eotfn , to thla quer7 ot Alnt 

"T bt hl a ~ at ua. rroa mmor7, I mild NY thLI. lftpptr did not teatuN ln Ute Jlllffl 

"'11c.h wu .-ttten lone bt tore St . f'twlk•s 1a11 tht ll&ht or day. ffl • 11.1\hor'fs naoe 

tees .nt.>lfRw ...... - ........ _,., ...... -...- ... - .- · ..... , ..... _..._ ...... , .... - .................. -, ... _.,,,. ................ - -. 
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po YOO ROOIEj 8Y Reger N, Jcric:tn s HAMILT 
Nq1 4J .. n,e QltYer t..mn §er te, - Gens 787-79] 

In one aenae , th e Otc never properly 
reeonred tl'ca th e tlrn Wor ld wr . LI.kt the Hagnet , it was Nduced 1n siz e "'1t n t he 

paper ahart.aa• oaz:ie, but , tflereu th e Creytrt ars stcrtea re1UUed th eir full ltngtb when 

clrcumatancea permitted , th e St. J Jm' s st.ortea seemed t o re :ialn conrtnecs to a Uatt ot 

about nine OVC,tera tbrcugbout th e •twenti es . ff,e Gee beoaoa clut t.eNd uo w1Ul at le a.It 

t wo aer l~ nvn weak, w1'h oUler odd t eat.urea Ulro,ri In tor good ma.sure . In Ute 

glort~a past, the Gee had had a long t r "ory than th t t'qj,et . Now t.he "1eel waa coa;e 

run circle, and the Hognet enge,ged moat or Chnrl es Han llt cnt s ti me and attenti on. 

or course , cere length 1, tn It.Silt no ertc.er ton ot cer tt, ald the basts tor the 

aertu tn Gau 7fl7-791 Neoed ooat. prc:atatna: St. Lqer- , the dandy of t.he fttlh, had a 

Youn& ooustn 1lh> ha:f betn a pl"'Of tsslonal baler , ey nace or Ollnr LJnn. Col onel St . 

Leger betrtend Od h1a \l'ICCl.lth nephew, md sent him t o st . Jto t 11 F'roc th la u ,.. , LYnn 

11.1ttered a ser i es or setback s ; hi s eout ln aemed not t o want to know hi m at 8Chool, end 

hi s at..ud)i:lac.ea tn No. 6 could not bear his Cll!!ll'l'IEr S. n utrt: weN aooe &ood s t tu.at Ions , 

,ti.en Cardew took up 12\t cu.t.caat cierety out ot Jfl Wloal curl oa lt.r c.nJ.y to drop ht a arter 

he tlNd or hlQ, and wben I..Ynn quarre lled wtth hl "I stud)'tlatu and th rew the e an out ot 

th e study' - a 1ltuatlon In which ai&rlH ffll'Jllton contrived to repre sen t both 1 ld u u 

beln& tn th e M"OR&· And LJnn1 • aacrtttee t or his ~ cou.tln pro 1'1ded a IXIYIJ'C 

elt oax to tbe Jlflole aeri es. 
Even so , there were Jrawblltk s ; t.he quan"tl with Bl eJc.1: & c,. was r eso lv ed by M\at 

erltte a ,co.mf'U1l.1 call a deua • x cachlna - tour t ootpeC1 who deci ded '° hold IC> Cousin 

Ethel eo tbat t.YM oould oonnnte.ntty rt.cue ht r, llhleh ~ altered bla S".lld)'m.t.ea• 

reo.sona to r dlaltk 1ng his aam er,. Llffl'• atrqtb , too, was 1xaggerat e<1.1 non t.hl 

co.st lklltul young b0;t1- llOul~ soarcel)' be able to cope wi th t our cien at once. And tN 

-=-orin111 or each wuiltlY epl ,odt nithlu 1l7 tlt mlnat.ed 81\Y ck.nee ot h3v tng a ait,•,plot • 

'11'1.th Nllcb to tcti.lllah \b e m in lt.or'Y a 11':.t l e . C't'eryt.h l ng was ·:ery dl r&at end to th t 

po tnt. Cl\e c l&ht perN,p1 deduct t roc tbls that .2li Sehcolboy at OWn ;-epr tn t tn No. t6o 

woul d bt a ...-ery sat t s t aotory PN•ent at lon ot tl"ls .shOl"t aeri es , 'Jut ln pc lnt ot t act 1' 

ls t-he go ,t un1ettst aotor7 ot all RamlltC11 Bchoolbo.11' °"11 , 1lnc1 It ends In th e citodl e 

ot :..~ 1er te1 with Ges:a ;89 . ~ th e 11r t ea wu: not repri nted Jn ruu , uatng two ~ 

or t.he J:1Cnth1Y library, 111 one or tb e many ~l'terlea th at llllIT"O\l1d m1 t. ot th e rt ec:twa1 

P.ouse pubUcattons . 
1'hls Cita 1ertea 1nn lt ablY challqes coq>tirl son wtth a very sl..allal"' sertu about 

Rt cl\.Qrd Dur)' In tte.gneta 985-990, which wa.s, lnetdentally , repri nt ed qutu satlat ac'4r117 

In Schoolboys' Offls 167 and 169. Tht N can be no dolibt ihat th e G1-eytr t or a nr1 lon wr&s 

vastly auperlo r, part],y because lt was l oocer and artlltlcal~· t1ne l opec:1, and portJ.y ·. 

bOC3U.9t tt 11a1 ,rtt ten rem- )' tart l at.tr , l n 1927, 'llhen Olarle s Hm1lt on was a,pproaoh t,w 

Ult J>lflk ot b t1 pert orwince. Wbereas l,Jnn "81 pn,anttd bri e fly end r atbe1• oold}T to 

tb e Nader , Dll:':Y wa, ~ to be a a:)'t'l)athet lo oharacter and U!ii CreytrJa1, ,i:...,tora 

object-id not IO l:lllch to his tabli tiemer 1 ( u did Bl ake & Co) 81 to ht 1 bad sport.lllal')

lblp ln crcwldl cmr det eated op,panent, . Duryt'1 ..:>rSllp ot Hilt.on 0: th.t ttrth "u 

llhcWn to be qUltfi Nuc::Nlble ll"ld eNdtblt , 111be.Nas LYM'• regard tor St . Lea:m- wu ex

pl ained brtttl1 by a NttNn ct to ,ooe thtna that was ne,er ula t td ln th t Ce.a 1u11r . 

H.asterl.7 , too , wa.. th e dtscrlptton ot bOIII' Our')' oaz:ie tc re alh t t ha.t hi s tool had t eet 

or clay , 'fifl1Nu l.,)'M adDlred St. Lese r rl aht to the en1., • 

BUt perhap1 t.bl cost endtarln& pert ot Ult OuZ7 1ertes wa, the WSIMtnc: 

QJrlatmas at Wharton Lode•, S'IOW abotmdtna, er . Locke an hoooured gues t. and &nt er 

rcrctnc hJs wo 11. wlth ou.t an Invit ati on. 
With am an ln"'t1 l 1t lbl t cipent nc to a 1tr t u 1 bcw OCllld It t al l to win th e 

NadU' 11 heart ? 
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

flo, 64, ET 'ru I BR11,'E! 

• I 

In Collecto r s • Di8')st Annual for 1962 we presented "Late SU111Der 

Folly", a story of St , Jim's. It can be truthfully stated that there 

seems to be plenty of our readers vho liked this story, but I received 

l etters from three read ers vho gave vievs which I regard as worthy of 

deep con.sidera tion, 
ROGm JE21KINS vrote: "I think I should have lil<ed more Hamil ton 

iana - who vouldn' t? - and I particularly wish you had written an article 

on the subjec t. The St. Jim's story reminded me of a post-war Mandeville 

bock - quite authentic but havin8 modem touches that were disturbin8 

nminders oi the passing of time . My vote vould go for Mr, Buddle f!Very 

time , He, like lklnny, is safely anchored in the pre-war past , • 

NORMAN GRECORY wrote : "A surfeit of good things as usual , but 

ob, Mr, Editor - five or six stories by substitute authors !! After all 

the derogatory remarks ths t mvo bem said by you Hamil tonian.s about 

tho se poor individuals , ve now find ,ou at it yourselves , Is this an

ot>ier rase of imitation being the sinceres t fano of flattery? " 

(Nonnan addod: "Only my fun . More power to yar elbow.") 

MAURICE KUTNER wrote: "A fine character stuly of Csrdew in ' Late 

Suamer Folly '. These storiP...s of our old favourites seem to be on the 

increase . lihether t.bis is a good thing fo r our hobby is debs table . 

They are not in the same category as ' subetitute writings' be0.:1use the 

88lll8 nostftlgia and tenden>Pss cannot be attached to t hem, The extracts 

f,..,m C.reyfriars Heral d and St . Jim ' s Nevs, e t c , were all part and parcel 

of our childhood periodicals , and can be re-read with poco dogroo of 

fondness, doepi te t heir lit erary failings . Our present-day sub writin gs , 

however well written , haven ' t tbs advantags of that lon g vista of years ." 

Now, et1cb of the gentlecen quoted above has given us food for 

though t , I think th ere is a good deal of truth in what et1ch one says . 

Why, then, did I write "Late SU111Der Folly" for the Annual? I might 

rave found a factual article " !IDod deal ea:ii er to do , providing the 

subj..lCt matter for same was not too elUBi ve. 
"Late SUlllller Folly" vaa a subs titut e story , but not in th o same 

smse as the pre-war substitute stories . They were substitutes for 

stories by the genuine writer. "Late Sommer Folly" was a substitute 

for an article . 
Hamiltonians is a deep well - but it is not a bottomless well . 

There is no doubt that we shall find plenty uf nev slants on Char l es 

Hamilton and his work for many years to come, There are still untapped 
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sources of supply. Grimslade, for instance, th olli!b Grimslade is not 
a generolly popular school , and I, at lea•t, know nothing about it. 

So the main object of a s tory like "Late Summer Folly" is to help 
out the problem of new mterial. And if a s tory can be made "aut hentic" 
as Roger terms this particular story, it is bette:- than hothing. 

The same probl em of matsriel suppl y is with our Nelson Lee 
Colum to an even greater extent, for the subject is much more limited 
than Hamiltoniana . It is outs ide t he scope of Let ' a Be Controversial, 
but it can be said that, with out the i maginative writings of some con
tributors, it would not be possible to keep the Lee Column running re
gular l y every month. 

Nr. Kutner speaks of Digest 11substitute" sto ries being on the in 
crease, but I don 't think it is really a valid objection. In the year 
1962 we published only one - "Odd Man Out" last April . I am i gnoring 
the Slade stories which come into a differmt category. So far as the 
Annual is concerned , types of substitute stories have sppeared down the 
years without criticism resulting. But this i s the first year t hat I 
have written a story cf one of the fa,nous schools fer t he Annual - an:! 
it is "Lat e Summer Folly" which is a pill which some find difficult to 
swallow. 

Mr. Jenkins refers to th e modern touches which be finds disturbing . 
I was puzzled at first by thi s ori ticism, but I think he means Lowther ' s 
wolf whist l e , and Csrdev1s ref erence to Gussy's "bloomers" and to a 
board baing disfigured by saagulls . Charles Hamil ton voul 1 certainly 
nev sr have lll3de one of his boys make such comments. But the diff erence 
is this . Charl es Hamil ton was writing entirely for youngsters . I am 
writing entire l y for adults. 

"Odd Man Out" was a mHd psychological study; !'.any ~dera wrots 
thet they like d it , but two criticised it en the grou;lds that Lowther 
would neve r have shown jealousy of Talbot. They were wrong . Jealousy 
i s not the prero gative of nasty peo ple. It is a human failin g which 
can attack the best of us . The lack of resentmen on the part of 
Manners or Lowther was the weakness of t he Tom Merry ,- Tal~ot sot-"P 
ui t ile old days, bad we been intelligent enough the n t o see it . That 
is not to say, however, that "Odd Man Out" should eve r have been written . 

Mr. Kutnur is r ight when he says in effec t that nostalgia and 
tenderness cou.1..d never make a sto ry l ike "Late SUDJOOr Fc lly" live on. 
I t was never int3nded tha t it should liv e on. It was 100rel y wr::.ttm 
for t he needs of the moment - t o provide .i bit of variety in the Annual 
and to be a eubstitute for the factual article whm new topics are more 
and more difficult to find. 
·-·--··- ....!:!,....._!I!'~B!?.D'- w.!P.,9.U!~ •• !'.l!!!,U.1!11 •.••• ~t. • .lle • .llllJUl...iA...ab.solutalll ... tr.ue .• 



P,,ge 19 

Often and often I have condemned eubsti tut e stories in the Gem aM Magnet · 

and nov I have descended to writi ng them lll)'Self, 

Collecting enthusiasts re&l]y fall into two types , Those vho 

have a great nostalgic affection for the old papers and the pre-var 

vritin ga of Charles llomilton. Some perhaps would not even want a riod

em Bunter book in their collection , And those vho just lov e the old 

sch ools and old characters, am· enjoy anything about thEID, The ones , 

perhaps , vho S8'J they could never detect a sub ta l e f rom a genuine one , 

Candidly , I m:, on the side of Messrs . Jenkins, !1utner and Gregory. 

Under differen~ circums t ance s it is quits likely that I should have dis

liked "Late Summer Folly " intens el y , I put every bi t of blsme on !11)' 

edit,,r . 
And how do l'.2!!. feel about it? For the cajori ty of ths customers 

are alwo,ys ri ght, Would you pref er Lat e SUl!lller to be our la s t piece 

of folly3 
* * * * * 
FRAtlK LETTERS 

By Geoffrey Cook 

I have had the great pleasure of being one of Frank Richard s ' 

correspondents , and I have crested this article vi th the help of some 

of those letters which are in ,:zy possession . 

n,.e war had been onr .::,m alJ ,.._..,, but rrant Rtahan:11 c.old 1:11 ln • let ter of 

Naroll 1951 Ulat t.bt publtll>lne or boc*a., ,t tll btln1 tru.i.nted btca• ot a eortaa• 
not onl7 o& paper, but or lbt almoA non--exJattnM ot boorda tor blndln& lh t book.al 

AppartntJ,y 111Nn cnd> l l.n& to a publllhtr that ht hid had onlY rt n bOok.1 publlahed 

in 195"1, UM publtlhtr repl i ed tbat Che a'1N& t auttlor wa., luaJ It ht had ONE book 

printed tn a reaz1 
Publ11her1, aald Frartt, requtNd COP1 t l&bt aontha In -,.,_...,, quli.t • c:banaa f roa 

the old de¥• men tn wthor need.CS co be onl7 11x weeka abtad or tbl prlnterl 
In mt lt t c.r Nr. Rlobmrda IJ'\ld,led eibout tbt tt rTlbl t dtla,J'a tn publllhln& bla books , 

Aflng Chai. tht s wu tnouch io cum to autbcr • 1 balr crtY' .. ..a btN f"radt ln bts ~ 

l nlcl.Ital>l t wa tntrodUced a 1lne1 1r1 aotloo tor which be ta t ao:iua tn hb 1tcr l H ... 

1 •• • t.tia, 1, ~atnc , llkt Gllber't'• 11nt17, that ht'a. 1ot ~ · 

Frarit did not oontln t bla llttlt 111tna1 to bta atcrtu& 

Onoe or t:Rtc, l a:,uuted t o rrn CMt a ail&htIY-rt tonnt d Bunter .. 9llho was 1111 

oono.elttd and dl mcntst - Dtcbt Wt a DON att.raotln BUnttr. In a repl.)' ht recall ld 

Chat BtU, aim,er •u "reron.cP onoe 1o a a:rtstcu aertt, In tbl KAQl;T' 8"1"8r atttr 

Nadtrw Dlot en1a 10\r lat ca, c.ro 11 wu \.lq>or'arUy a •Batt er Bw\t.er•, P'nnt wondeNd 

lltltther the tdea would work out 1n a booll.:, Wld 14.ld ht woold cer, aln11 t.htnk IC onr 1 but 

NQU1:od -
' I rear Ulat !Ulter ntft r r.ould ,ta NtClf'l»CI. !be aTtrtCt ruder 

expect, hta t.o co on bt tna rll.t ,.- old 8'.rlur - and to u11 lht 

i.ruth, t llllould rathe r al• ht11 cx,aelt • U he became a dUrennc. 

ten or re110t .• 

._,_ , I ll'ia.11 bt p}'Ut'Oh!er th:.1::1 ~ rtadtr , h) c1n rwd>e£.! ·~J!p torad 
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Bmt.tr cl.lrlng the la,t t_, years . 
F'rank's literary aaent tntormed hlo In t95 1 tha t ?le th cugtit or i.ry ln& out • JaoJt- -

f'nrlltt1 new char act er - on t1lnlston. I wonder. no" that Fronk Rl lhards has pa.ued on , 

'lllltther this wUl ntr ca:11 at>ooQ t cannot Ullnt or a btn .er character than Jack tu- a 

Qllldrtnts t . v. lf r h s. I bad alwa,1 tbought It.hat rrant•• aottest ,pot wu tor ! 1117 

Bmter J Wt plr't\asls tMs 11 tn.11 untU he 11nnnt.t<1 • Jack • •• on on• occulon Frat* 

conttdt<I that he wu ••er, tond ot JIIOJ( t and on anoth er oeculon that Jack wa, hl a 

ta"TQUrU.,e characterL 
t real.Jy tblnt that Frank Richardt was TU'1 dt u at.1.r t td •Ith our CIOdem " ""' • u 

ht Nptated]J' Nf t ra In hl l l t tt.ers c.o m , t.o 1 1.Mst deplcrablt da7 1. • 

In ,pt tt or such Nc:artcs bowtnr, It 11 obTt ous Ulat h t a l..ays look ed on l:ht bright. 

s ide , tor he once concluded a lette r aa rollewa -

• ••• wrltl rw ci:,- book.a taking y,u lnt.o Mother world rNt t l"CII the 

won-tu and ean1 or Uw pN sent day. So tone u tht7 pr"OOJ.ce tbat 

ttttot I ahall bt a. t tatltd Wt e,- trrltlng 11 ~11 , . Geers• 

Crwell , tn his aM.lc le tn HORIZOJ a rew years aa;o , was pleuea t o 

describe thh a, • esoap tat• - eohotd alnct b:, other wr1tars lflO 

han DO ldeu ot their om and take them .-oond-ha.nd rroa ceorge , 

But au-el)' there an worri es and &rcublu eno111h In llt t •Jtbout 
em euthcr addt n, to t.hi D tn his ~ t contess thet I Uke 
churtul book•• lf'l.d chi1trtu 1 races , and a cheery outl ook 111neral1YJ 
and I hope t ~t I shall alwa.,s l OOk on t.h• brl&ht sld • or tht ng• 

tt t U n LO bt a h.lnc:tNd • u I ch1ertu111 hope t doU 

tt ts a aad thing that frsik t a optlctSJ "61 ~on-ltnd t,y aoa1 tht.n te n 7t an . In 

1952 F'rP. t old lllt tl\at hll health wa.a u u.al, and th at ht ha:1 not had an lll nt aa since 

-lnnu eor.a ln 18991 I wonder how many peopl e can t>oast or auoh cood health? 

I am unable to underttand Wh.T at \h t pNttnl. tlDt a new Bunter atrJ es 11 not bt l nc 

al'f'arWt d for t.el H J1 1on . nit 8l.mda1 O>rontol t once t.oot a poll or 1t1 Nad era, and -

Toted in fa'1'0Ul" or a coni.tnu atlon or t.ht aert u . t repeat - 96'_g,. 

In 1951 F'rtr* l'Jl!nUontd to me thac. a new 111rlts or Tm HeM7 boot• tn peJJtr backs 

to ,ell at 1/6d or 2/ .. wa., bt tnc planned. I wonder it 1!111 Nader knowa 'frfleC-her these 

tr S1.,Jred , u t han no ZDON deta lll or ttuc e ith er rroa Frank or rrca IJl'(f ot !>tr , oarce . 

It tha7 wre publlmed , I -,nder under fltlat naM? 

On a rec ent radi o PJ"OCf"81]:)1 quit e a few rcarta WIN Dade b:, a pqch o1oe11t "7t rw 

to •XPlaln the eharacter or aurles Hactlt.on and how Frank Rtclm'd a• oharacter f1Ued in 

with hi.a. I alkPd F'rank Whether he wllhed t o bt addreHed u OW-lea Hl!ll!ltltcn or Frank 

Rlchard1 , and hla repl.Y wu , that ht liked to be addressed as Frank Richards - • but. tt 

doesn' t real.17 mtter yery IIUC-h.• i 
C)) si ot her oocu t on atttr dtac:uu lnc UM wtaUler In a l e tt er t o Prank hi Np l led 

wtth • mlsquotatlcn -

• ••• but It wu an un,peetebl t Sirlnc .. t.be wor1t since 1111 11111mcry 

1tart ed bu.sinus In Iba 1870'• • HOWffer, lt 11 over now, arld aa 

Shat ts ptart nr, nearl.Y Nall'ked - •Now ta the winter of our dl,

ccntent , cad • &lorlous 8'ED8r by th • ,m In IC&ntl' ' 

Well , • all know that OUZ" f lDOUI author wu a tu:iorl at. 
In conelu 1ton let m 1111 that th • tu'ldl • or 111.ur, 111tl.lch r h«Tt of rrn. , ..,. 

eioon.g rr, QCISt tNUW"td poue, 1 lons . Pertlcu.lar)¥ t bold dt ar th • 1lr1t Jed( bock -

'J-*: or All 1ra:1,,. - Jllhlcb Frank. ao tlndl.T Mnt to ~ Sn Nond>tr 1950 • 1 from t.he 

wthc:r t o brl old reader .• I believe two tJ ack' books ext1t tn manu,crlpt , Row I 'flklUl.d 

l OTt to I H t.ht lt publh l'led1 
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Q1d Boy.s.' Book C1ub .· 

Christe§§ 11eettng 1 Decect>er ]8th , 3962. 
OnlY one thing detr acted from t he mjo)'Dent ot the twel ve men>el"s 'tllbo a t tended th ls 

happ)' l~ t:1eet 1n& or the old year ard th at was th e absence or Tom Port er , confi ned to 
hla house w11:b a bad at tack or 'nu. 'Ille.re were oth er s we c,,t ssed , but lt seecs a strange 

oeetlng to a ll of ue: ~ithou t Too. Neverthe l ess there was a good progr ~ and we did 
s:ple just ic e to the &ood t are prov.lded by tf\9 Arden Hoed. ' Tuck Shop• . 1he quiz M i ch 
J act. Bell tt el d lrC)roYised on th e spur or the mooent was more to the llklng or U,e med>ers 
th &.1 ~1e r ew we have had or b te. Also te.!\Y, prond I:>)' ltle ' act that the wr-1ter or the se 
notes won ttrat. prt u • a • Bunter Book•' (veI')' acceptable t or th e tact t bat tt WM one 
I hld not got . ) 

Due to tll e absence or Tom th ere were no ;..tbrary books tor di sposal mtl we olssed 
h i s •eon ect.cra I t ed ., Before We • eal 1 arrived' at 8.30 t here was tloe for tt.adge 
C-Orbett to enterta i n us with one or her excell ent read ings. As a welcoce ohange rrcm 
H.i..-.1lton 1a, th e one cl'los en Ms a short St. Fnl'lk t s Orls t.aas holtdaY yar.1 t eaturlna 
Handto rth ln one ot hi s tunnY ; t or hlcL ) adnm ture s. Faney t ng h11.1SeU as a det eotl ve 
he set out t o tnves tl sa t e t he queer happentrcs at the house next door, with SW1>rlsl,c 
re sUlt s. 'nlla St. Fr ookts yam Is a t avourtte wlt h Hadg:e and ft Is th e second tlDe she 
ha.s re ad It to us end as bef ore lt went dom well sid though It. WM 1 aipposecP t.o b<. th e 
wo!'i<. ot a S1.at, .. •rtt er , • Hsndtort h Innst t get eall lloa.s r.JJCh enjoyed by all, espeotelly U-e 
new oecbers 'fflo had not heard It bet ON. . 

Ttle ttst of t he night was t.aken up with t he rerNlstoin t s and dis cuss ion over tile 
excellen t U.ECI.S t n th e cWTent c.D. and c.D.A. 'l'!lose pr esen t wer e J ack Bell tl eld , Jack 
atld Madge Corbett , HorcEl'I Cil'eflor'Y, Ted Davey, Geore;e O\aihao , J ack Bond, Len Lld sey , Geral d 
f>rtee , Win 8rofll , Wtn Part:'ld&e mid 

the Secretary , KARRY SROOTDt. 

neet tns neld 6th Jen.ua , 1963, 
In l' t ew ot th e prese n t wenther cond i tion s , C.here was a rer.wite.blY l arge a t t.endance 

at C.hls, our ttrst meet.In& ot tb e new year, the onlY absentee be i ng John Farnll , "'1v w:1s 
unabl e to C!Bke the t ong Sld •tttfcult trip troo WtganJ he hOpes to be with us es usual 
next oonth. 

Proceed108S opened. wlth th e Chatnnm aealJ~ wlth l'&X'lous secti on matt ers , Including 
a re solut i on reg3rd l ng the i,Ul"CMSe or a number ot boor.(s to aug?:1ent our 11:.,rarY stock; th i s 
wa.s oarT"lec1 unMJ.ocus1Y, as tt was eener all.Y oened th at our now cons iderable resene rund 
oould noi. be put. t o a better use . 'nle s ecrete,ry gne details ot the tl nsic lal 1itDatl on, 
Kl ich was approved as being C)Olt aatt s factOl')' , end b~ t.hen read a l ong and tnt&resttng 
l e tter troo a f on,er Liverpudli an , ttr. Daniel E. Hobbs , of Seat tl e , u . s. 1.. N'lo has been 
donlctled then f'OJ" i:ai:t years . As a oeims ot keeping In t ouoh wlth the booby, he hu 
requested that he be pen1ltted to beCOllle an Aasootat-e r.Ettler of the Herseyslde Sect ion, 
'° .. *1~! \ "' .. fll"j onlY~ pleased to .accede., ard ."' 8l"'9 .. oootact tng .. ht ci .. aecord lngl./ .,., .. we ..... 
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should lik e t o e,;,reu our t.har«s to ~to Fayne rcr hl1 belfl in pllt tl ng ttr . Hobbs. t n 

t.oueh with u.a, thrul&h the Didtum ot •c.o. • 
OUM,. ntNll'mnta , the ~anr suml\C.t<l the i r tobolce ot the 11:1 cbanl cCU"s tree 

t he achooll tt'ia:, thef wc:t1ld not t n'fl tt to a QlrSauiu pany, and the ru,oo, atnn wtN 

both acu.a1rc lf)d enlight ening . Ttie Cltlln quh. ot th e evm lng wu th 1 "°1'k or Non:iant • 

l q Ust or poser, en hobb:, aid ceneral ai.bltet, , ,ihtch was won by Ctorge RllllJ , wtlh 

h'd* tbrtn sld Jla Wal.lb bot WI bt1 hnll.. Book prl1u •N pNsent.td by Homan . A 

1lc.Uar 'n>t or quiz WU catOJ.cted b7 Pre:* Cue , C11 a Ulrte- t HEl bUl1 ; thl t NSUlUd 

ln a win by a substantia l oargtn ot point• by Ult •c- te.!lm, oociirtstd or Ji m Walsh, 8111 

oa1111 l!lld Pat wr11. tb.1 llbr.v, bu.slne u , du lt wlt.b by Jack Norean, "3.S brlalc and 

U'.11 cu tl nc cloSid at n1ne-thtrey , 1(1:hi\at l -' er tban usual , due to t.he rull ard 

1nteresit na Pro&rOCDe. 
1't'8 nut CIBetln&, .tllch promlau to be equalt, entert aln tng, wtll be held en 

SUl'N2a,, 10th F'ebruary at tbl MCI t lm and TWJU•• Will caer, pl eu• reoedl er t.o trlna 

c.helr enc.rl u tor rr.it. l.trwln'• •Haau Doubl t,. ocq>ttl Uon, 'Miich had to bt Posll>Qnld 

tor a l!IOnUl? 

OUr J anuary oett lng wa, held aa usuel a t Hyde Pane Rold on Sattrda, , 12th. ni e 

weatl'ler was the onlY ener::ff or happf houri , keep ing ••Of a nW!tler or ID(.-a)ers, aaatn 

lnclldlne ucreta17 rran.t Hant".OCt. 1'be tlttten 1llho "" able to at t end, howenr, 

lnehlded o •n,,.. oember, MN. EUzab tt h Taylor - 'Jihoa cost ot us recoenlsed better u 

our old tr lend El a te Palmer , now niWly r:wT18d . Chall"tlfln Geot r Wild t , wJsbln& Elst t 

every good Cortoo e In her new U te , presmtcd h er with a scall weddln& g Ut Crom th e 

Chab, Wt'd haYt Md t It a run or Tlnt.ft&e Nagnets tr • • could - but perttaps Hr. Tayl or 

e ight not then havt _,ared her pl .a.are quite ao o.ich& 

Hain t a rt a ft er th e eonolus lon or tl\ e bus tneu wo.s a progrsme or te.pe-re corded 

talks, 3ta&td bf eourteS)' or Noru.n Sot th , MO J\Bd brought along his 1e1erunk en reoo~r. 

L.eadtn, iuut c,take r -. Hort.hem •tar Toa Hopperion , buc. aeaDtrs welCOCJed an oppor

c.unl C.)' t.o re-hear the 88C broadcast or Chrla'tml week , • 1 Sa,y, Jou r , noa• , a r ea llY 

aenatble ancl aduU. ti.UC%)' or Charles H&Dllton Md h i t work. ror th oat fbo had cits nd the 

origina l thlt -.a, an enn &Nater treat . 
Probabl1 oor coldest eee tln& on record , this ..., a quiet er occulon th an DC5t ot 

our aee t lnas , but nooeth el ess th e cusc.ocary lilOnil and cheer)' glow prtTalled wit.bin tor 

th,s e llho hod tr .fqled through deep SllOW and br-&'f'ed the biting winds to ceet once tJON 

the trtend 1 ct bOJhood years - lllbo used to do It tn every Chr l ac.maa nucber l 

Nu t OHt lng. Bo.tW"da7, 9c.h Ptbruarr . 

In sptt e ot the lnclectnt weatht r a rew stal warts braved t he t ltQtflts to a ttend 

t.r'tt Januar)' ceet.tna ttllch •• held It t.ba ba:w or Kr . Llt't'ak. at Ashford (t11ddlese:r ). 

W.at th ey lacked In nuc:tiera wu cadt up by their entlal, t asc , and we were soon ott to • 

qu l 1 by &Ill Lotts which"" woo bJ Don Wtb1ter with our hoat tnd trio L.Mrtnce sharing 

,eoond place. '11\11 was roll°"ed bJ a talk on 'How r ttrst made th e acqua tn tanca or tb 1 

COCl)Nll on Papers ,• b)' Isaao Lit vak. After a su.ci>tlou1 t ea wt had an tntorcal d tr 

ouuton on the hobbJ 1n ,t 1tdl nef7b()dy ;lotned. We ttn lahtd wit h a QI.Ila prepared bY 

our Chalrmn end Bill Lott, ren out the wlMtr wt t.h ttllltcent t.Ylt II rmner up . 

AMual Oeneral tteetlnc to be h t l d at Brian Oo111•s residence , sunaay , f'ebru&Q 17th, 

at 14a, Cl&rindon Dri ve, Putney , s.w.15. ( Putn ey 1C86). 01,ue notlt)' hosta If t nc.todtng 

t o be pnaen t . o. 8• w. 
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.!l!i!!!&!! 
C1Ub cecbe r s MN: tn exce ll ent spl r lts ' Pben th E&" met on t'hunlda¥ , Jan . 17t h . Thls 

seemed a good oo-:..n t or club af f airs 1n the year ahead nhen lt 13 hoped •The Colden Rours 
Club' will pro gress to bigger end better thtngs. 

The neetl n& got away t o a pl easantly lnf onial start Ml.en Ola.ll"r.lBnt Syd SJ!t'th pro
duced tsSJe No. 6 ot t he club mapz tne of Ylhtch he t s the haro worki ng F.dttor. 'ft'l.ere 
ere cop•es ava il able t or oor overMias fri ends and I can assure you there t s excellent 
value tor th e srell cost or 41- between th e new sty l e OO"t'er s Which are most an-es t.tog. 
r or the Blak e ran there ls a t as t y dish s~rved up tn"V'lc Col l(f •s Cocce.nt S", flavoured 
wi th pungent wit to ba l ance the wealth of ana l)'tt cal oou:»erit we hav e eooe to expect 
troci the pen or thi s t.a l ent ed Bl ake expert. F'or the Har;itlt on ... nthudo.ata then l s a 
wt<1e var iety or art icl es fro t1 H. w. ~ c . R. Barways, Bi ll Lof t s and J . r. Sell
rt el d Who writes on that controTers lel subject • snobbery Jn the Hat11lton Sto ri es.' 
Arthur Holl and, who Is knom to you f or hi s unusual f eature 1n th i s year t s ArlflU&1 has 
contr l but.ed ln a d ltt erent t leld oo •the J es t er4' . And for t hose \vbo favour the • B.O..P .• 
we have soce •Rovtng 1'lought3" by St.an Nicholl s Nlose nrttcles are alwtl,)'s wel eooed . So 

that t s th e treat Jn store ror r.hose ,b.o S!!CW"'e a copy of Cl. H. lia&. no. 6., .. ret1l tu.nee 
direct t o Syd 6:::r,t.h, 1 Brandon Stree t, ClonllY , N.s .u. 

Highlight or the evening was th e Loodon Clubl s Hamllt on Catalogu e r.tlleh had been 
sent out oost generousl.Y by lts prooueer Roger J enk in s. Nectiers expressed th e lr 
OOJ:ll rat.lon for a. superb product i on and spent a vet')' Interest ing t lce as It was passed 
around. 

Letters Sid eree t lng cards were passed around by the Secr etary and s oon the on r
seas news was be ing di scussed . lt was &retld to welewe ba.clc our old rrle)d •the r oghom• 
as tu cheery cha tt er and well tnforoed news snippets have been great}y c ls se1 . rrom 
Ha.-ry Broste r caoe th e l a t est gossip fror::i th e 111dl and club W!\1.l s t f roc Ron ffedgsm ther e 
wer e greet tn&s rroc our Northern trf mds. SOl"T)', chaps, that t he tap e couldn 't be oade 
at your Qlf'-lstd s parey but good to know 1t l s ocre ly a pl easure deteJTed . OUr mettiers 
were pleased to rece i ve those ellpptnc s g lv l 'lg deta il s o r th e Haa'lton d iscuss ion recen t 
lY on radio. Vtet.ortan neaber , Toa Dobson, who t.opes to Join us l at er this 7ear for a 
oeet lng rent al ong a cr ick.et artic l e froc a Helboume P® l1r b80Quse r1tnt l on waa oade 
t~{'retn or Nelson Lee so this was doubl)t lnt er esttng . Lett ers rroc Jack ~t.agh ln Uew 
Zelland end Cordon Swan t roc West .A.ustr al l a COiil)l et ed t he news coverage t or the mn th. 

Subjecr.s under discussi on t or r.he even ing were t.he new ton:ia t or the s . e . L. and 
the !'ut ure of this publt c&ttoo and seeond iy the •stMton Hope - Hat1flt on• cont roversy . 
Vict or Col by had been 1n touch wi th the s.B. L. Edi t or and w~s nbl e to supply d 1ntc t 
tnr oro.atton tn th e foro ot a perso nal le tter troc Howard Baker. Frol!l all reports JO 
t ar received th e ehant:e tn t on:e t ha;:; not been the araca tt c event npeeted and it would 
~pear that greater publ t cl t)', east er nvatlab 111t )' plus t:IOderT' adu lt presenta ti on as 
S'Jggest ed by Frank thlwtn ln the Poghom will be neceSMcy to aver t disas t er . 

Aft er this discussion Stan Nicholl s gave a t alk on 1 81ggl es Goes t o School• and t he 
par t Capt . ¥.. E. Johis ha., played tn th e scho..,! - advent ure sto ry saga with ,1t s well 
wri tten and eo lourt'Ul storie s.. 

B. P.lTE (Seo . ) 

&ID!! 
'UXl1ffijs¥c!

1

, ~~~ ~~ed by our hard--<:o..-er expert , Bill eJW~~~~.;;~6
• 

ago , ts now Issu ed u a paper back. COllee t or a 081" lik e to add It t o the i r lltlr 8I"J. 
The story create J a sensa ti on when fi rs t publtsh ed over forty years ago , but lt ~a diffi
cult. to see ht&)' It should have done so . Poss tblY the oothor Int ended readers to see 
something there 'l'!t\lch he kept obscure - and reader s d ld ju.st th at. 

It t s a wotdY, s.,..oMl"'CIOVln& stor')' , wlth litt le act ion, and th ough eharacu rt aatl cn 
t s M'.>rth "11le, t ta ICl)aet l s bl unted ty t.he author ha vi ng t oo Dlch t o say. Wtth CN!st te 

.. ~ ~ting~ .• tt .o l~lhan ,.llade oore ~,1Df0f t th.an 
1
lt. ~t s ,ltk ~lfY;,tiak.e , tn th e a 1xtl aa1 .,., .......... 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE TWO 
BOTTLES I 

1fri tten by Pete r Todd 

There was a crash on the 
staircase , and Herlock Sholmes 
sat up frowning , He was resting 
on the settee 1n his sit ting
room in Shaker Stree t, takin& an 
occasional swig frcm a mug of 
cocaine . A moment later Doctor 
J otson ent ered , He was wavin8 
two copies of the Coll ec tor s • 
Digest , and seecod very excited , 

"Really , Jotson l " snapped 
Sholmes, "I wish you would take 
a litt l e mor e care when dressing . " 

Jotscn gasped . "I did 
hurry over it," he admit ted , "but 
ha, on earth did you guess , 
Shol mes?" 

"From t he simpl e fact 
that you have both l egs down 
one leg cf your trousers," he 

said quie tly , "But what ' s the furore about? " 
"Have you seen this? " Jotson panted , "Tvo peopl e ca ll ed Bott l e 

are both claiming to be the office boy of ' Chips ' - one called Horatio 

and the other Philpot ! This seems right up your s tr eet , Sholmesl" 

"Shaker Street , 1n f act , " quipped Sholmes, vith his ready vit ; 
11but le t' s have a look , Jotson." 

Her lock Sholmes perused the accounts of t he vi sits of Horati o and 

Philpot Bottles to the meetin88 of the Merseyside and Midland meetines 

of the Old Boy' s Book Club s , as reported 1n the Collecto r s ' Digest for 

Septeinber and Octooer of the la st year . 
"I'm,! l!mml " he mumured . Then his brcv cleared . "Jot son" be said , 

"pleas e fetch me Volume l:MMl!DDDCCCCCLLDDDDD from our filing cabinet -

hurry , but don't tri p up again ," 
In a fev i:rl.nutes, the fei thful Jotson st!l8g0red in with the book 

Sholme~ had asked for. It was a l>ound volume of ' Chips I for th e year 

1900 - frcm No, 488 - 539, 
Sholmes opened the t ome to psge 3 of No, 512, t he issue was 
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date d Jun e 23rd , 1900, His deep set eyes l it up . "Li sten to this , 
Jots(.(l, 11 he said and r ead as follows: -

One li ttel word wif you 

The Orfi s 
Boy' s 

Column 

Ladeys, gents, chaps and uthers , 
At l e r st I es gained mi 'rit es , I , t oo grate an onley Bottl es , em 

orthur ov orl thi s wat now apperes in mi kollum. 
It wos l ike thi s, T' other day , Mist er Hubert Trelewney - im wot 

rote the "House of the Heath 11 an 11Dead Man's Is land" kB.me down t o see 
i;he Bos aboute a nu s torey •. 11Whi don' t yu give Bottles a charnse?" ses 
e 2 ol e Chips , E' s gud enuf now 2 ri t e funney s tuf," 

11Is e?11 SBered t he Bos. "That s a matt er ov erpini on. " Then e 
smiled s i l kly, and sed 11Bottl es sh.al ave a charns l3. 11 Now, wot · did e 
mene? 

Still , wotever e ment, I 'm ere this weke , an menes to s top." 

1'You realise what this proves , Jo t oon?11 murmured Sholmes . 
Jotson shook hi s head bewilderedly . He wasn •t with Shol mes at all. 
"Why, you cl ct , don't ycu see that if Philpots Bottles was an 

office boy in 1900, he must be at least seve nty-fiv e now?" 
J otso n gasped in amazement at this supe rb exampl e of Sholmes ' s 

skill as a lll8.thematician, · 
"Ergo" went on Herlock ~holmes , "Philpo t Bott l er was not th e 

person who a t tended t hese meetings . And nOII Jotsor. , fetch me th e 1COMIC 
PAP,ll 'S 11110 •s \IIIO, " 

Soon Sholmes was riffl ing t hro,i3'> the pages of th e gr~at work -
the re sul t of years of research by t he indefatigable +.+.+. +!+!+ , which 
1,-ives the family t rees of every charac ter who ever appeared in the A,P. 
comics . · 

"Ahl The myste ry is so l ·:ed, Jot son l " Sholoes sa id in triumph. 
"The two blokes who have been impersona tin g the great B,ittl es 

O.B, , are the twin grandsons of the original ' Chips ' offi ce boy ." 
11You see ti.ere," ha conti nued, whil s"': Jotson listened wi th bated 

bre a th , "that Phi~pot Bottl es married Sharl ot Scroggins , whilst Horatio 
Pimpl e - th e Funny Wonder office boy - was wedded to Sally Slapca"lvl ge , 

' '""''"'"''"""' ' """_ ... ,_ .... ,,., .... , ...... ,_ .... '" .. , ... ,,.. ..... , .. _ , .. H N,.,U, ..... , .. ,..., ..... ., ....... ,,, ,. .,,.,..,. .. , .. .,,,,.,_, ..... -, ..... ,- .... , __ , __ ,, ,.,,,. , ,.., 
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The son of Phi l pot and Sh&r, ot married t he daugh ter of Horatio and 
Sal l y . Their mrl.on was bl essed with twin boys , who were named af t er 
th eir two grandfathers . It is t hese young ri ps - Horat i o and Phi l pot 
Bottl es , who hsve been pulling th e le gs of these Old Boys, as they 
cal l th emselves !" The great detec tive yawned. "Pass t he cocaine , 
J ot son," he said . 

YOURS SINCERELY 
(ln teres Ur:,; ext racts tree the F.dltor •s Letter-Beg ) 

~e~ cz:i~1:o;:= ~ .:nk rap~~~96~c:U:!rt~r ~~~~s~/: ~~u;o;o::d· 
What a pl ea.sure It "a.s t o shut oneself a,ay t ra:o, tb e trl nls ot th t a oodern age t or a few 
hour s and enjcy the Ut ercuy gees ooncern lng th e chal"8Cters 800 pl aces ln our f avour it e 
old bays• per lodlc.lls - to brtrc back oea:ir t es ot a bygone age . 1, was o. wdcooe 
ch.rlae to escape troo. c.he trp e ot tlet l on Ulat Ulla t he boolclbopa and In "11ch. th e coral 
standard s are lnTaJ"labl.y so low - to U ve once aeatn tn th at age ot our youth Nlere to 
' play the gaoel was not a a ten or weaknus . Coouetulat Iona t o all 'fll'lo oonsrlbUt.ed 
st ories and articl es t o our 1'JOndertul Amua.l, 

~ (London): Toe Hopperton •s art lol e was Cl.lch enl o1ed wlth hl a sum t ng-ui, or 
~r-0r the ce.ster)J' charaoUr work ln the later Hagnets and Oer::ia - a tl na pt ece 
or M1.t t na. I also liked t.,_e a llu s i on io the ttagnet and Ceo bel~ drug s ot adGl ot.ton. 
How tni e that. Isl Bri an Doyl• s OOC11ll at.1on or the at<rles tn the pl"'e-'War s . o.P. "aa 
tull or lnt.erest. 

~! j : i~~!r!i~ ou;~~ ~=} ~n!'~t:r~~~ci:, r:; ~~,:~!~ ~~t:1 ~ud~ 
WallY Bunt.er? Was tt because ta wu th e tnTenttoo or o.R. &al:JllaYs? t was watt l ng t o 
read "18.t. Roger l'lad to 1/JY about. Wa.117, but It dlctitt cater l al t se . 

(WallY Bunt.er was not nn tnn ntlon or o.R . 8s:Ma)'a. HP wa:s a genuine charac~ . It was, 
l th i nk, Mr. Sto131s , l'tio wm ed WallY, rath er lnoredlbl7, Int o a r~ t er . - ED.) 

~ !!~ s!~\~,1 ::;lt~4s~ :: /:~ ;,. : · or" ~~t~",u:! ~~ ~
8

~ 
ba"Te been highly delighted 'llftln ~q gazed at ,aich a tine portr a it or \h e •Fat oo .• 
The Ar.nual WM a 1'0f'k. or art , and deserve s t he highest praise , 

'!.f!iat!'J~,Nfn(~~~~t~ D~e~!:a8R~!~t:; ~Ps~!t§~,n~~ t~:,P:r 
1n that pat t tcular stw)r there were onlY llet ed Olyn and Nobl e. Cne ctlaraoter sJ.moa;I 
dh carcled was that. Intol erab l e bore Grundy, t or l'tileh mare· ths'lk s I aa, 1 Canft at.and 
th e chap IOOehc:iwi 
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On t.ha last year or th e Otc ..i tn po1t.1ar a t<rl ta , Chas. Raallt.on wlael)' stremllned 

lll s Ult ot st. Jtm 13 charocters l'.l1d cut eR87 a.ich ot ih e dtad M>Od. We tull7 agree 

with you about Crund:Y. - m . ) 

!rJ~ :lV ~~)~! ~!::S =t~:: =0::oet,y ;:t8=:nH.~~t!:.r.~1:. 
I l tk ed the lHtle tal e '8edtl ce at HorcOYe•. I'' • a pity 111 cm •t ban more artlclta oo 

ttoroon and cutr House. 

SfAtlE[ PAQ1otf (U.S.A.): Hats orr to the lndet atl l,8bl e Hr. Lotts . It ' a alwQ1 a 

plea.sure ic read hls art lol u . 

bn~ s=~ g~~o~~~ )~ar
1 
o~

00C:! !.':n ~!1: 1:':~~ ~U: ~:• b=•~~!! 
~;:o¥;Ji~

1
~~ov!;. l~t~,~~ to out.do all at.her Annual s , S'ld U\e Wl"f 

~~ .FJf ~~~~ll~ ire~ t:;,! :;';!.a r: ~t~!z'! ;: •a ~~=l 
0

~ ~la 

Sf.(Jfy • DoH N'\1'000 knOW Of lt7 

~ (Al.Nslord)t ~ tba'lka tor such ap trt ea::oenclatton of J.l an o 1Daoo' 1 

prcgraa:Je. 

~9tofi'Jfn£"Jl.o~!~~,.:.~~ ~~h!o~a!:1~: ,!~~ ~t ~~ Tia i::~:! :!:: ot 
nce ll ent , bU.t be nuer wrote tor th t 1<heq>lon..• 

W'~ 1F.n~~~J ~d,;:~:;~/~::r·~~~':'w:S~~~l~d)er c.o. 

(!a::~J!I~.!~~ )~~ ~~V: ~tt~~u=:: ~1:: ~~, !nt~~!~t~!~ 
, ~ deta il u be ing th t DOst prol~tlo.all.¥ l"VC(ll'$d authcr , togetber with a phctcgrepb 

ftllch I hffl'e not CO"stlf Mtn prt ITlou11Y publJshed . 

~(~r:~ic;:>~n1'~~t~a:5t! ' p~;1~ :31.~h:/:l~!O::.~:-.:';\~!'~!:e 1:0:~: l 
11..ted th e ducrtpc.ton ot rr.wt RIOMl"d1 O'lrlstoaa w'l\b bts N,at h e.s·, th e trter det41ls or 

the Itta or Ptctu:res ond Ploturegoer (the sflEnt otnem. bttrc anoi.htr o r cv lnteN1h ) , 
• B«lc.ltle at l1orooTe" and or course , •Darri¥•s Olrtstou' . Be.st of all , th ough tn r17 

oplnl cn 11 •t.at.e sw:cer F'o~ . Won:lertul , jJ5t wonderful . 

~c!"!:fd<:~~ ~
1
~; ~~ ~~~~~~~=-· <=~~.o~,S:~: ~ 

Bllke Md Nel.m Lee •JN not good enough to ban forDed ~ a c1·1.... tt.•• ralllr 

,cm lng to think that tf a Ntlam Lee enUwst aai am " Blllke enth.lalast had not got 

tt\t1r heads toset.her In th o wine.er or 1947, t he LOMon Club "°'1ld cert.atn ly not Ila.ft 

been ton;led tn t91'3, and tr a olub bad not been at.art.ed thm, Nlo knows l'tlen, or even 

If ,uch a Club WOUld have betn tJrtJed? We all know we 0"8 a l ot t o Charl t a R&mlt.on , 

but Q:JY I sq llu:t>l¥ t.hat we do Jl2!: ~ the tncept.t-.n of Clll 0 ..8. 8.C. to hll::L. 
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No, 9, •m MAAAOYl:Y:F (Arnold tam) 

It would 11ppear that qut u a mnber or bard oover school •torJ 'clanto.&4 ,r tn en 

1n tlle ttrat 20 .. 30 r ear, ot tb la oenwry '"" conoeJTI!d 1.Rltr me tnnu ance of prevtou, 

1tcrl t1 ot dlool l t tt . tba t tbt ' KatTO'fl an# tncilrtd Aleo w~•• trtUlant • tcr7 or 

aohool ll te dur1D1 tile 191Lr1918 qr - 'The Loc::a of Toutb' .. h ffl'7 otrri ou .. ID its 

tum• 'The KUTOTlaru, wu prol:Jabl.1 an atttcl)t t o pn sent turther aspeot , of IChool 

Ute at H&n'OW othe r th an t.hose alreedY oonYl)'ed bJ K, A. Vacht ll' a tamw, a tc:r., • •nie 

Rlll' IIIU.cb had IR)tarld -.:ie et&ht rears pNYl ous11. 
!hat u. aulJlor ot •!be RUTO'fta1 # wu &11U1: or bis debt to Hr. Vechell I• iitl<Aln 

1n a Dedtc.a.tton to a friend a t t ht begtmt,w or the book, In whJch ht potnC.! out iba \ 

oert aln lncld ent 1 tn •The Hill' h8d g iven perentl and par ttOUl&rl.1 ooU'ltrs , Calae 

lll)N 11lons or Ut e at Harrow. ~ c«1elwllona wer e, or cou.rse, ~ ttt llltlSZTant ed., aa 

~ or tbe tnold ent a , not on);,· tn '!'be MIU• bui. ln hta °"'" book , WBN qu.ti,e Hcep tt ona.l, 

t or ~ lt nd relapses confi ned to one hw• will oocu lonall7 OCCUt" at t!l'l7 bl & a:ebool , 

'fbert t s al so an to.1strc parody on , me or \h e people and hte>Ptntnga f eatured In tbe 

' Lordi' CNJl)Ur In Nr. Vacbt llf a book, 
1Tbe Rarrcr, lm,. ON&c.ed qut u a R1r at. t.bl t.tra o! lts pubUca tl oo 1n 191}. 

A atclT or BUTOIJf School t n thl late t9()1s d etrl.J 1900• 1 1 '" pn Hn tatlon ot cerl41D 

unwelooaa tact, \l'ldoUbtedl.J upset a oonMl"'Tal.ln tlemtn t. aaonc th e old t,q a and certai n 

other adctrer 1 or th e achool. 'lb1u1r. Ltnn had a grea t. lovt t or Han"OW hcM'ffr , ls pl a lnl.J 

abcwl ln Che book, 'lllt!.1u Ult pDpl.ll .. ltf or th • st.or, can be a tte1t.ed by t.he t ac t tha\ bt 

1926 Ji bad ns1 1nio s ix td tt.t ona. 
' Tbe Hamw lana" 11 a NaU~ to school st«7 altbotlih U, t, llr'fl.ten tar boJ"• end 

11 or it s ktnd one ot tht hne st IChool yam' ner wrt t ten. l t has not a gr eat deal of 

pl ot1 it po,.. lbb' has .oce artll'tlc blunders and It 1, rat.her ahapel111 and disconnected, 

bl.It I t 11 n17 true t.o l it e ln detail. TblN 1, li ttl e .enttoent and U1e book ta a'T()Wedly 

an a ttaot oo t.ht a2tocracy or atbl.H lcs u., prnalent not onl7 a't Ra.rTOW1 bu\ ac. C8l'l7 

other public and grmmar acbooll , It la al to rat.her non l In W t 1t It entl re )y wri tten 

trcr,, a • Howe-po int or vtew. 
flMI si.or, •u ec,partn UY based on a d.lary kept bf u. e1.1tbor when a boY' at Han"OII. 

It follows U.re tore , t.bat t he blro .. Peter o•Nelll - Ia lara •l7 IT. LUm hlm elf . 

Pt t lll' O•N1Jll t a apparentl.1 an crpban m o baa bH n adopted b7 a dl tldl 111 m el t 

Md aunt. A typloal Vl ctor lff'I per iod ooupl• , Vl.ey 11Ye the a1t hor Mf1Y a1 1 t.ng 

opportun lt1 H tor 8'Z1lrabl t 1J"oo>' Md wu. Art er a ~ Int W'lude wt tti the her o a\ 

prep acbool I Chi ,cane chellges t.o Harn:.r am we roUCM Peur•, career Cbrougbout hb 

si x )'Ian 1t a1 at die achr:,ol ,bare he rtntlh t1 u Bead or bta Bouse and a Jilnls.or. 

1be tac t lhat th • 1t ory t a based m a dta17 mans that l t. ta M"ltt.-i 1n th e tsrat 

person , 1bta has reaul.t.&d In too Cllah att enti on being centred m tbt hero flnO coq> l.et t ll' 

doa.lnaH, the book.. 8\'aJ bll n-t en:11 ,... l it.Cl e O'JN th!n neae• 11fhll1 tr , Le•, t be 

txiusiecuter , "'°" wort beblnd Cbl acene• t.ht her o aup:,&nt• u Hou.ae C~ta ln• 11 lars•17 

ott Sl.tti• • Ind eed ht doe, not eek• a per1Cl'\Al eppear~e V'll'OughotR tilt ent.lN 7 em . 

'Tbe n.zrmrcus 1'1ll•1n •'" a ltttl e t oo larlar- ihan,,,Ut e. Amlt.t ed1Y, U\t boot la a s tor7 

ot s Ul bet.Rtt n t.bt IOhol ar, lllld atbl tt.t1 or a boUM at HaJ'TOIII, bU:t oa, t ee l1 8' i 1.mt1 

t:lla't Nr. Lll'ln ha.I den• l lN theft Juat.lc t to Ce,Jley and Cadb1, tbl DIO chttf bod hat.a ol 

Ule ,am , 
tt-. 1..1.wi dou not , o r co\rSt 1 mite Ult bad Mt1 conrds u well as wlll t 1, aa t.hal. WOI 

be a t eabnt oal error . Thi , r pro weu at scrt 11 nalht h .. and con1'1notrc Md we an 
CN.ac.d t.o a rtr 1t,-cJ.a.u dtacrtptlm ot a Hlff'OW football na e.ob bet.ween t4IIIO boUsu . The 
.n:r. or, account ot C.0 1• , reaction, ,t um be 11 8'118l'dtd b i t r1r1t Elntn ool ours at e.er a 

t ine CW1tuJ7 tor t he School sl.10 lhOflB that l'tr , Lum had a brill i ant touch ot CIMCket 

at.moc,here t.o hSld lllhen ht oared to uae,. Ncr ts Peter O•Netll tlade ttit perfec t bero, 
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ror h e tt gures a.s an 1n-1t att ng pr i g at tt au. 

The autu:r bold. I¥ c.ackl ts two "1lard ,ubJ eets for" o school 1tory • Reltg l on and 

Poll tlcs. TheN ta a ooq>lt t e chapter ccnc~rnl~ a rellglaa aut t,_ oraan t sed ot the 

schoo l by me or the bo>'s l'lhlcll t.hl hero an ends whil e there t.s Che usual 1ert wtnc 

Incident Ci)'J)loal or th e ttaea . Hr. Lunn, hGwcver, never cro.uoa t.he ltn e flblch d l vl des 

good ta.ate trCD l eas pleuo.n t pre1&ntotlon and keep 1trtet1Y t.o t be path o r qut et , 

but errect tve real110o 
When Pet er OtNetll l MYes HOl'l"OW near the Gloat or Ute story , be enJ01• I.ht 

perso nal aatlstsct l on that he has played a cons iderab l e part tn bri nging about N f oni 

tn his house , and or knowing that other boya have been oany lng out s l t11lor work throuah'" 
out the schoo l , 

Thi ttnal chap~ aeea bla Ntum to HOlT"CW as an Old Bo7 acne un years la t er, 

\t'lhen he learns thet. the M>rk has DOt been ln l'a l n but hrul af fected a l as tl .ng lq,l"O"ND?nt 

t hot ts ~p recto. ted ey more than one gener o.tton or new boys. 

GRATEFUL THA!lhll TO YOU 

EJ\IC r,n-:t eXl)N!ssea his waro and grateful t.hanks to Collectors • Dl&Ht readers 

Md t o club cel!tlcrs l'll'lo sUpport ed •BU lY Bunier 1s Chrtst.ols C1rous9 dur i ng its NOent 

run at the Queena niootre . Espec t ol thank s to the Old Hodernto.ns' A.ssoctnt t on M'lo 

turned up ln larg e nut'bers on th e l a.at day or the .!how to gtve It such a rous i ng t lnale . 

In the cru el went.her "11ch h i t all thea~s ao h.:lrd, &rte f'e.ynt deeplJ npprecl a t.ed the 

101alt7 or hts rrt tnds which 1ave N~ enccur;,.geoent to u.e Bunter Ccq,ooy nr.j to 

htoself . 

WAS IT J. <X.tfEtCUµ 

We have j ust cone by a copy or •Bll ly Bunt er a t Butltn ' s• , respl endent with a 

special SuU tn• s CIUst.-j acktt md wt th an Inter i or Bdvert 1 scoent tor th e caci,s . We toag

tne that 1 t W3.a prob3blY purchased ai one or the c.aq,1 . 

Uhen th is st.or)' "8.S rntewed In Colleci ors t Digest , oor NYl t wer, not tl'IMt.trall.Y , 

sugg e '.":.· t t hat It was written with &dvertJ s tng inten ti ons . f t will be rtc.l ll ed that tt 

ftPpe:iN u , :1::i.-inourv..ed, bet Neen the two norn.'\l Bunter books or t he year ln quea tt on. 

In a lette r t o tbe Dtcest , rrant Richards denied that the si ol")' •• ,r ttt en wi th 

MY advert.I sl~ Ue-up . It uould nt:i Ulat I.ht ffolldtlY C&:1>a have noted Its poa, lb llt

tles s ince . 

A ser ies ot c«:1lc paper s ,titch neos t o be neglected by the collecttn.g fr a tern it y 

11 t..'int rroo the Oundee t tm or D. c. 'lhocaon . Th.t s ccq,eny did not enter f.he coc l o 

paper tl eld m.ttl c.he lc.tt 19JO• • , althoocb It s t a:xius strtns or bays • papers dated t ro11 

ear!y t n the prev JCIJ3 deeode . 
1 well rmcrt>er the arrtval ot t he fir.st.~ aoo tc , th e DandY, In 19)8. It wu 

ot the aace toroat as the Coi.:c>M¥' 1 boys• OQ&azlnes , lt.s pr lco waa 2d and Its conr fea

t ured Kort:y the Cat , as tt does to U\ls day . Tht clients se ffltd to get th e ir DOnfY'• 

worth 1n tilt OBnclY «Id I Noea)er that one or tC)' rt.rst reac t ions was to f eel tl\at Ult 

p :,per appecred t.o bt cra:Dtd " t tb oat erial . Stor i es altemn~ wlth coc t c st ri ps , each 

s1.0ry t oktng a double spread or lettefl)ress. 
Lined 14> in the ttrst Issue were an odd e.sscrtoen i ot characters , tor:1.e ot M'ICX:I 



lD 1963, •It.ta anow oTerbtad , rro, t ln tht atr, and te.e \ndll"t oot , we but l ooletd 

back to a •tnfJ7 ltt or plctuns t rco m old come paper . fl:lta t, bOW L,ot,,,,(),,f'\11 

,... Cbe wtnc.er or al>Out 50 y ear, ·..eco .. 

·--- -----
,uryfft ln the DandJ. Cttband , I Noall Rtr'C:r1 Horace, one ot th e lluDWtt , tribe or ~ 

crabber1J le)tlolt late , the lk lMJ tlCill e Peeplnc Too; Freddie t.bt ,ur1 e11 riy, oe,:penu 

Dan, tht 001ba1 or tantut tc 11N:n&thl Samey Boko, C\01& no" e, 11 l one u a ti.rs• pol • 

and Ballboo 1'otl'I, an anta.,J. lttti or the ot'dtr or Caley Court, wtth mo,t or th t acti on \ak l ng 

plac e 1n a atncl• t.arst panel. Another c.bsracW wa, lDTlslbl t Die*, ~.log In OCllle 

1tr tp tom, although ht 11a1 an old , .._.. , haTlng epptaNd ln 1t orl11 tn the TtK:atan boJ•' 
mgaz lnu ,er i, t n th t 1920'• • ftl eN-. alao m ednntuN strip dealing with n Cenadlen 

eountlt 1'lbo uMd a l>Occlnln&. (fli t Clndet achool •u eln71 an anthropo lacta t t • dt ll&bt 

W\en lt cam to at 11Dg oul wraJ. procl.lct.1. It I.be hW"O had btlcn&tid to s.bt !u.scral l lll 

pollc , , ht would no OOUbt ha'ft t ouctit crlJJI wl\b an Eaktoo harpoon .) Tb~ t.hare wa, our 

o.ia ., balld on the rmou, Bal Roach cC&:Mldt rn na. uong the 1tor t11, I recall «t• abW\ a 

b01 1lho °"*' a 1111110 pt tct or nrtnia one about a broU>er and slit.tr mo NN m th t run 

troa a Ootbet,oJ1 Rell 1t,l e Ol"pM;M&t and Wild Toq Dirt,', ci o was a on....t,oJ, Pol~od• 

cuerJlle en::r acalnst t he h.at td Ndcoet1 OGCUp1ln& eoot1Md. Hew mtf'IY 7oun& saaaened'la, I 

wrcnder, b.aTI: been -,o 01'tr to the bannll" or U>t bcQIO' pr tnct throqgb !beman yarna ot \bla 

•Ind. 
Som tiDt later , tht aeoond Tbcaon ccalc , t ht 8Mno, eppeared . It wa, ot th t aeme 

IQlll toraat a, the Dendr, a 1tH now beocalne tm111 .. ln th e comto paper world , tor the 

Aml&._..t.ld Prta, la.indltd • Radio Fm' and ' lnoc*. OUt.' about tibia Pll"lod , altbouilh tb e lr 

tlllld •rn.a ~ ., a Ione uiat>lllbtd .. u rorwi, pub1t oaucm . The Beano' , rront PC• 

featured 8 11 r.ao a ccmto ostr ich. Earl7 occilo cturecier, tncludtd Lcl"d Baoot;y end hta 

Pali , Wet Peec. Ptl\c, Potter, tbt si.rong ttan•, DMqbtt:r md f ln-<:en TOl:Q', th • ol.ockworle be 

Far _.,. J~lttr• or th&i 1entraUcn , t.b,,. and oUMr Dstet, and Beano c:bsaeh:n 

N r e to bt Ult ooq>Mton, ot th t t orthooD1ng _., tor bot.II papers 1W"Tl nd \bt oontllot. , 

,ppe~r,ctbal~~ ~t~cr: !cti'3o ~ fo~S: =•~r on~~/~~e Ml" , did 

not. tunl n . Bill Lotu 1 ws!h lhca t1sf di.culled tbt, t'Olllc ln an udun& • (ooni •d p;.32) .. 
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Sexton Blake Today 
!be lac.tit novels 
tn the Sezt.on 
Blake Llbrar7 re
Tl- IIJ' llorg .... t 
Co<*t• 

WP AI '91D'8 PP: s.s.i.. 51 s. 
The editor lntoruad aa tm.t tbta nonl ts an adapta.tlCl'I ot an ortgtn31 nonl b)' 

J<m Newton Cha'loe better tn<ltWl to 8.8. re:lders u John ll"Ul:alnd. 
In the capable hands or Demxxl Reid th e nonl reta in s its treshn111 end ucellence, 

holding JU Of.n .,,Ith the best or DOdem scterice ttctlon . This la a tru e spine-chi ller. 
a bOOk. tilled with terror 3rld foreboding c.iused by EYll M'ltcb ha.a ltnd on l ong at t t r 
thOH rbo cre atild It. hove pert,t,.ed . An exc&llent piec e ot ,irtt tna, the novel Ms pace 
and exclta".ant cO\q>led n tt.h good dw"aciertsatlon , c.103llN incidents, Md a st.rone Slak e 
t aolnc death at every QCDetlt, endeaTOUrln& bJ sheer '11ll""Power to conquer U\e coauitc., 
ot World•• End plus one Protesaor Ballancyne - Nseorch ,e tont l st, 

CrJ.11! IN 
~: S.B.L. No, 516 

111.RTtN 
~ 

,n excellent nonl featuri ng Blake, Paula and 
Tinker - a, intellig ent, qulck-3ct1ng Tlr*er 
plP)'tng the ar.ar role tor a tM18•, 

Set In Calltornta , tlle boot reta lna 311 the 
diiractertsttca or rtnt eltlU Dlgl181l detacttn 
rtotton with the g1s:,crcus aetttng ot Holl.YwoOd, 
tlln star•, et.c., kept a.. a blllCqJ'OWld to YlOleDCi 
8'ld th e nll or dellbcrately lndUced dnlg addlctton . 

Well Yll"ltten, wlth a IOWKf, ~full)' 
den loped plot t1'ld lk llt ul portrQ'rl ot all tht 
QCtn ctit:raeten but p.Ytlcu.le.rlY thoat or Bl-Ott, 
Pwla, Tnlnker , Ol sen and Ztttmv.n J thl1 11 a 
tcua,t thriller '11.lch au Bl.Dte ton1 llhould enJ 01. 
• bl end ot aadlm and do<b)iton, 1118 bool< baa a 
surprln lndlng rfl leh ahould lnt.enac. nen t.hl 
aia me 1t e.a.i.. critic. --------fbe nut Sexton Blab oOTill, m salt lo lilld-f' ebnlt117, 

wlll bt1 •n!E llf'C61CI\' IIJ''PhlUp C:llm:t><•l'I and Howard 
B~... •n,e SU.TltfJ r,' JtlJ AN SlltDS 1 by R lcbard 
Wlllls>s, 

( oont 1.<1 troa p. }1 i.. ot lett el'1 l(D c.lol ago. tell.I oe Ii rM tor 80 l AUtl troe 19'9 ) 
unUl 19111. .llth<llgtl I read lt trequenti,, I find I GMnOC. r ec.111 the nsa or • atncJ,e 
cmroct er ln t.he Kagto CWJo. Even t.hi charaoter on the coloured tront p,oge baa eluded Cl' • 
IIMD)l"f. I do, hOIN'ffr, recall a 1trlp deollnc wltb a baJ "1o c-med a 1tt ot JillCIO pipes • 
,ti.1ch could bring atatues to lit e end I reae:tltr CM.t a c,mt~ cOfllboJ oaTOr"8d on th e 
bid. co,er. 

OUpltcat-ed by Tork D.lpllcattne SeMtees, 12a The Shad>l u , Tort. 


